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PROPERTIES OF THE RESEARCH 
 

Methodology: In a mixed research methodology, qualitative and quantitative data were 
gathered for the research using online data collection systems 

Dates of Data Collection: The research was conducted between 24 September 2017 
and 1 December 2017. 

Place of Research: The research was conducted with 2029 respondents in Turkey and 
144 participants in 40 countries. 

Sample size: 2173 respondents. 

Level of the Analysis and Margins of Error: The survey data was analysed at 
95% confidence level and at ± 2.10% margins of error. 

Cronbach's Alpha (Reliability) Ratio: 96.5% 

KMO (Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin) Sample Adequacy Index Ratio: 94.9%. 

Bartlett's Test of Sphericity Ratio: Sig = 0.000. 
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About The Rights and Justice Platform 

The Platform for Rights and Justice was established in 2016 by prominent human rights groups and 

activists in Turkey to fight united against injustices and violations of human rights that had been 

habitant within Turkish administrative system for many decades to present days. 

Along with many other injustices, currently, the Platform concentrates its fight against the violations 

of rights of hundreds of thousands of people that were victimised through emergency decrees which 

were put into effect after the declaration of state of emergency on 20 July 2016 in Turkey. 

The state of emergency was declared after the failed coup attempt of 15 July 2016. It might be needed 

to return the country back to its regular tracks. However, the government immediately started to 

misuse its declared purposes and the state of emergency has become another systematic tool of 

oppression against people of all ages, genders, creeds, ethnicities, lifestyles etc. in the country that 

did not fit into government’s ideology, policies, practices or agenda. The government labelled 

/accused /declared unfavourable individuals, groups, institutions, businesses media networks etc. 

either involvement in coup plotting or being enemies of the state in various pretexts. Then it has 

started to purge them using emergency powers and vaguely worded terrorism laws. Accordingly, the 

government authorities were able to suspend, dismiss, purge more than 250,000 people from 

public-sector positions, and arrest or detain more than 130,000 of them in a short space of time. 

Moreover hundreds of private sector institutions, businesses, associations, foundations, media 

networks were either closed down, even confiscating some of their assets or taken over by 

government appointed administrators. Actions of these sorts created immeasurable damages and 

immense victimisations to business-people/workers in the private sector as well. Hence, thousands of 

people working in public, private and/or voluntary sectors were being arrested, detained or 

imprisoned in those processes. Consequently, when the numbers of primary and secondary victims of 

the government’s abuse of power included in the estimation of total numbers of victims, the numbers 

exceed to 1.200.000 people. The government has enjoyed the state of emergency powers so much 

that they extend it over and over again, approaching its enforcement length to two years with no 

perceptible end in sight. 

As a consequence the platform feels obliged to fight against all oppressions, injustices, violation of 

rights until they cease to exist whether in the emergency state or usual embedded state of governing 

in Turkey.  
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PREFACE 

This report does not deal with why, how or by whom the attempted coup in Turkey was executed. It 

does not intend to blame or clear anyone who has allegedly involved in the coup attempt of 15 July 

2016. Its only aim is to document social burdens of the failed coup on ordinary public and thousands 

of victims it created through illegitimate policies and practices of the government. 

The research was carried out to measure and document primary, secondary and tertiary victimisations 

and violations of human rights in Turkey after the failed coup of 15 July 2016. After the coup, Turkey 

declared a state of emergency (SoE) to deal with putsch and putschists. Yet the government policies 

and practices far exceeded its declared aims or objectives and created hundreds of thousands of 

victims such as academics, teachers, journalists, doctors, workers, women, children, babies, elderly, 

disabled etc. that have nothing to do with the putsch. 

Having received hundreds of complaints and witnessing many absurd cases of coup allegations, 

Rights and Justice Platform felt obliged to look into the extent of victimisation in the SoE and how it 

served to its declared aims. Thus, Rights and Justice Platform designed a research study to measure 

victimisations in the SoE of the Turkish government. Yet the research did not only measure 

victimisations but also how the policies and practices of the government were perceived by the 

general public. Therefore, non-direct victims were included in the research as a control group to be 

able to compare whether perceptions of victims and non-victims differed on several issues of the 

SoE. 

To measure the social burdens and public perceptions of the emergency state the research and its 

analysis was carried out by categorising its respondents in three groups. 

 Victims of the SoE or the Emergency Decrees (Primary victims) 

 Relatives of Victims of the SoE or the Decrees (Secondary victims) 

 Non-Directly Victimised Individuals by the SoE (The Public/Tertiary victims) 

The first and second categories of the research were primarily used to measure the extent of 

victimisations by the state through emergency decrees, policies and practices. The third category was 

designed to measure how emergency state policies and practices were perceived by ordinary people 

who may or may not realise that they are indeed tertiary victims. The third category was also used for 
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measuring whether the perceptions of those who consider themselves ‘not-victims’ differed from the 

perceptions of primary and secondary victims. 

The research gathered data through the online survey that consists of three sections. The first section 

gathered data on experiences of ‘relatives of victims’ about their own burdens and that of their 

relatives in the SoE. The second section gathered direct victimisation data of primary victims of the 

SoE. The third section was about measuring perceptions of all respondents about the emergency state 

policies and/or practices of the government. The perceptions /responses in the third section were 

measured by Likert style questions in five-point scales. 

Last of all, we would like to point out that this is the summary version of the full report produced in 

Turkish which has 487 pages of analysis and documentation of primary-secondary victims’ accounts 

of difficulties they faced in the SoE through emergency powers and other social, legal, economic, 

political, psychological complications it created. 

Rights and Justice Platform1

                         
1
  Contact: iletisim@hakveadalet.org ; www.hakveadalet.org 



Rights and Justice Platform www.hakveadalet.org 

1 
 

 

 

ABBREVIATIONS & GLOSSARY 

 

SoE : The state of emergency declared in Turkey after the failed coup of 15 July 
2016. 

FETO : Fethullahist Terror Organisation that Turkish governmental authorities claim 
to run by Muslim cleric Fethullah Gülen and allege that carried out the failed 
coup of 15 July 2016. 

PSO  : Parallel State Organisation allegedly run by FETO and its members. 

Primary Victims : Primary victims are considered to be those persons who are personally 
victimised. 

Secondary Victims : A secondary victim is a person who has suffered/traumatized as a direct result 
of a crime committed against a direct (primary) victim of a crime. Secondary 
victims usually are those who are financially or psychologically dependent on 
the primary victims e.g. a child, spouse or parent. In governmental /public 
victimisations, it may extend to social, organizational, civic, somatic damages. 

Tertiary Victims  : Tertiary victims are those persons whose lifestyles have been greatly 
inconvenienced by the costs/burdens of crime to society. These may be 
friends, associates or even unrelated people to actual victims who are 
negatively affected by the events. In tertiary victimizations society as a whole 
(the public) become victims. Crimes committed by governments generally 
extend to this category. 

The Decree : The emergency state decrees /executive orders issued by Turkish government 
after the failed coup of 15 July 2016. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The aim of this report was to investigate and document social burdens of the state of emergency 

(SoE) and emergency decrees in Turkey. The research was conducted on three categories of people; 

Victims of the SoE or the emergency decrees (primary victims), relatives of victims of the SoE or the 

decrees (secondary victims), non-directly victimised individuals by the SoE (the public/tertiary 

victims). 

• A total of 2173 respondents participated in the survey; 1465 of these were in the category of 

direct/primary victims of the SoE. 342 were in the category of the relatives of victims of the 

SoE and 366 were in the category of non-directly victimised individuals. 

• 91.3% of the primary victims of the SoE were working in the public sector before 15 July 2016. 

• 98.1% of the primary victims were vocational college / batchelor’s / MA or doctoral degree 

graduates. 

• 86.5% of the primary victims were married or had married before. The average number of 

children they had was 2.14. 

• The SoE victims lost 75% of their average monthly (4000 TL) income after 15 July 2016 (Now 

1000 TL). The victims' relatives also suffered 50% loss of income for various reasons, while 

those who were not-direct victims retained their average monthly income before and after 15 

July 2016.  

• After 15 July 2016, current, unemployment rate among the SoE victims is 65%. The majority 

of victims who found jobs mostly work in unregistered and/or low-paying jobs due to 

government’ harassment of the employers. 

• 50% of primary victims left their homes, neighbourhoods and/or cities after 15 July 2016 to 

find work and/or to escape social labelling/harassment/stigma/exclusion/discrimination 

attached to them in the society. 

• 99% of the victims of the SoE did not face any criminal or administrative investigation before 

15 July 2016 of any kind they faced after the coup attempt. 

• 75% of the victims who were detained in the SoE have been detained for 'two' or more days (up 

to 30 days). 

• Significant numbers of the victims of the SoE who faced judicial/criminal actions declared that 

they were treated with prejudice in processes in police custody, in public prosecution services 

and in courts. 
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• Significant numbers of victims arrested in the SoE were subjected to ill-treatment in custody, in 

prisons, and are still struggling to continue their lives with permanent psychological damage as 

a result of these events. 

• 57.5% of the SoE victims were employees in the 'education sector', namely teachers and 

academics. 

• The SoE victimisations significantly increased family breakdowns/ divorces among victims’ 

families. 

• The SoE victimisations damaged in-family, close-relative, friendship and neighbourhood 

relations considerably. 

• 50% of primary and secondary victims felt the need to receive medical / psychological support 

due to the trauma they faced. 

• The major difficulties primary and secondary victims faced were financial difficulties, 

unemployment and social exclusion. 

• The victims consider themselves to be treated “utterly unfairly” by the state and the society as a 

whole. 

In the third section of the survey, Likert style questions were asked to respondents to measure general 

attitude/perceptions of participants about the emergency state policies and/or practices of the 

government. All participants were asked whether they “agree or not” / “endorse or not” / “believe or 

not” the following 96 Likert style statements. All statements in this section were based on actual 

government policies or practices that were truly implemented overtly or covertly in the country. None 

of the questions in this section was hypothetical and all expressions were based on government’s own 

rhetoric or propaganda. 

The military personnel (officers) who were charged with coup attempt and put in prison were all 
putschists 

The military personnel (officers) who were labelled as members of the terrorist organisation by the 
SoE decrees were all terrorists 

It is fair to torture /mistreat soldiers and/or policemen who were allegedly involved in the coup 
attempt 

All military school cadets who were charged with coup attempt and imprisoned were really 
putschists 

All military school cadets who were labelled as being members of a terrorist organisation and 
kicked out of their schools by the SoE decrees were terrorists 

The military recruits (enlisted private soldiers) who were charged with coup attempt and put in 
prison were all putschists/terrorists 

The policemen who were charged with the coup attempt and imprisoned were all 
putschists/terrorists 

The policemen who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization with the SoE decrees 
and fired from their jobs were terrorists 
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The judges/prosecutors who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization with the SoE 
decrees and fired from their posts /put in prison were putschists/terrorists 

The academics who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization with the SoE decrees 
and fired from their jobs /put in prison were putschists/terrorists 

The teachers who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization with the SoE decrees 
and fired from their jobs /put in prison were putschists/terrorists 

The medics who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization with the SoE decrees and 
fired from their jobs /put in prison were putschists/terrorists 

The public servants who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization with the SoE 
decrees and fired from their jobs /put in prison were putschists/terrorists 

The victims of the SoE decrees deserve to be made feed on “tree barks" 

The women who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization and put in prison by the 
SoE powers were putschists/terrorists 

The elderly who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization and put in prison by the 
SoE powers were putschists/terrorists 

The disabled who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization and put in prison by the 
SoE powers were putschists/terrorists 

All who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization and put in prison by the SoE 
powers were putschists/terrorists 

The prisoners of the SoE are being treated humanely and respectfully by prison staff. 

The prisoners of the SoE are kept in humanitarian conditions and all their needs are completely met 

The SoE prisoners/detainees are provided with all opportunities to be able to defend themselves 
fairly 

Lawyers can visit/defend their clients who are the SoE victims without intimidation/harassments or 
threats of arrest in custody rooms, prisons or courthouses 

It is not true that some of the SoE prisoners/detainees in custody died as a result of not receiving 
proper health care or treatments 

It is not true that some of the SoE prisoners/detainees in custody commit suicide due to ill-treatment 
or tortures 

The suspects/detainees accused of being members of the terrorist organisation should be made to 
wear special prison uniforms during their trials/transfers to courts 

They demand capital punishment to all sentenced guilty of coup d'état 

They demand capital punishment for all offences/offenders of terrorism 

Pregnant women /women with new-born babies /little children could be kept in prison with their 
children for trial until sentencing of the court 

They approve that the disabled could be kept in prison for trial until sentencing of the court 

They approve that the elderly could be kept in prison for trial until sentencing of the court 

No additional food should be provided for accompanying children of prisoners prosecuted/charged 
with terrorism offences 

No additional bed should be provided for accompanying children of prisoners prosecuted/charged 
with terrorism offences 

Young children of parents who are tried for terror offences should be taken away from them and 
placed in state protection 

No disability support should be provided to “disabled children" of parents who are 
charged/convicted of terrorism offences 
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Those who have been accused/charged of being putschists or membership of terrorist organizations 
under the SoE powers are mostly so 

Those who have been accused /charged of being putschists or members/masters of a terrorist 
organization under the SoE powers really committed these offences 

Those who were accused /charged of being putschists or members/masters of a terrorist 
organization under the SoE powers were really partners to these offences 

The state completely purged all members of the terrorist organizations from its own institutions 

They endorse the government pressurising private sector institutions to fire employees who are 
considered to be members of terrorist organisations 

They endorse the government pressurising private sector institutions to fire relatives of employees 
who are considered to be members of terrorist organisations 

They believe that newspapers, magazines, TVs, radios or internet sites that were closed with the SoE 
powers really supported the coup 

They approve the closure of media outlets opposing the government policies and/or assignment of 
trustees to these institutions 

They believe that journalists who were arrested under the SoE powers were putschists and/or 
supporters of the coup attempt 

With the SoE and the actions prescribed by emergency decrees, such as mass dismissals, arrests, 
trustee appointments, criminal investigations, the government truly aims to fight the putsch 
and putschists 

They do not believe /trust the publications of the media in opposition to government policies 

Turkey is a state of law and at the police stations statements of suspects are taken without pressure 
or ill-treatment 

Detainees in police /gendarme custody are treated humanely and respectfully 

Detainees in police /gendarme custody are kept in humanitarian conditions and their needs are met 
properly 

Turkey is a state of law and at public prosecution offices all statements of suspects are taken without 
pressure or ill-treatment 

Turkey is a state of law and all criminal investigations are conducted in an open, transparent and 
fair process 

The justice mechanism in Turkey is functioning at a speed that does not lead to injustices against the 
suspects/detainees 

In Turkey, the judiciary is “independent” from government influences 

In Turkey, justice system delivers “impartial” decisions and they are not influenced by public 
discourse or politics of the government 

Detention and/or imprisonment are not used as a method of punishment in the prosecution of the 
suspects of the FETO /the SoE 

In judicial proceedings, all decisions are taken in accordance with the principles of rights and 
justice 

In judicial proceedings, all evidence for and against the SoE suspects are gathered fairly and 
presented to the use of all parties of criminal cases 

All information, documents and evidence in the suspects' files are shared with the SoE suspects and 
their lawyers 

Their confidence in the justice system has increased in the SoE 
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All tips about one's membership to a terrorist organisation is thoroughly investigated in order not to 
victimise anyone 

In judicial processes “innocent" people are not wrongly accused of crimes 

All of the SoE detainees are directly involved with the alleged terror organization and they 
committed the crimes they were accused of 

All of the SoE prisoners on trial are members /masters of the alleged terror organization 

The vast majority of those arrested in the SoE are from lower echelons of the alleged terrorist 
organisation and are aware of the alleged crimes /conspiracies of it 

The SoE has not affected the lives of ordinary citizens 

It is not true that some of the FETO suspects have been abducted by secret security officers in the 
SoE 

The use of ByLock encrypted communication application is a definitive proof of FETO membership 

Having deposited money in Bank Asia or being a loan borrower of the Bank Asia is a definitive proof 
of FETO membership 

Being members of 'the labour unions' allegedly linked to FETO is a definitive proof of membership of 
that organization 

Being members of 'societies /associations' allegedly linked to FETO is a definitive proof of 
membership of that organization 

Having attended to the 'cram schools' allegedly linked to FETO organizations is a definitive proof of 
membership of that organization 

Having attended to 'the schools' allegedly linked to FETO organizations is a definitive proof of 
membership of that organization 

Subscribing to 'the magazines/newspapers' allegedly linked to the FETO is the definitive proof of 
membership of that organization 

The victims of the SoE decrees can easily find jobs in private sector 

The victims of the SoE decrees can easily set up their own businesses 

The victims of the SoE decrees do not face prejudice and discrimination in state institutions 

The victims of the SoE decrees do not face prejudice in the society 

Relatives of the victims of the SoE decrees can easily find jobs in private sector 

Relatives of the victims of the SoE decrees can easily find employment in public sector 

Relatives of the victims of the SoE decrees do not face discrimination or prejudice in the society 

Relatives of the victims of the SoE decrees do not face discrimination or prejudice in state 
institutions 

In the SoE, everyone can participate in activities such as protests /marches /press releases etc. with 
peace of mind 

Relatives of the SoE prisoners can visit their relatives in prison without being distressed, 
intimidation or abuse 

In the SoE, they can express their opinions openly without fear /anxiety in social media. 

In the SoE, they live comfortably in their homes without worrying about detention or they go on their 
daily business without any anxieties 

In the SoE they go to work without worrying about being fired or being investigated 

The SoE has not adversely affected legal protections against the state /government infringement on 
our rights 
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The SoE has made us more “free" 

The SoE has increased our personal safety 

In the SoE their trust in legal protection of their rights has increased 

The SoE has made the economy stronger /better 

The SoE has reduced unemployment 

The SoE related injustices have made the families stronger. Thus separations /divorces have 
decreased 

Suicides did not increase in the society due to the alleged victimization in the SoE 

In the SoE, the media organs work freely and voices of opposition can express themselves 
comfortably 

They trust the pro-government media news /propaganda 

They fully support the government's state of emergency measures 

Overall analysis of the responses to the questions above showed that none of the statements, which 

were typical expressions, based on government rhetoric or propaganda was endorsed. Additionally, 

although there were variations of attitudes between the respondent groups, non-parametric analyses 

of differences /similarities in the responses of the three categories showed that there were no 

statistically significant differences between the groups for more than %50 of the questions. This 

meant that the public was almost unanimous about the social, economic, psychological and political 

damages of emergency state policies whether they were actual (primary) victims, secondary victims 

or non-victims. 

As a conclusion, it can be said that Turkish government utterly ill-treated and violated 

rights of thousands of innocent individuals as primary, secondary and tertiary victims who 

have nothing to do with the putsch. As it can be observed in the statements of most victims, 

they are mostly peaceful or peace-loving people who are altruistic, diligent, honest, 

motivated. They are not the kind of people that have been portrayed in media or in the 

government publicity or rhetoric. Furthermore, there is no support for the SoE policies 

and practices of the government by the public. Since almost nobody in the country has 

legal protections for their basic rights, nobody is safe or feel safe in the country except a 

few politically powerful elites. Thus, the SoE should be abolished straight away and justice 

should return to the country as soon as possible 

  



Rights and Justice Platform www.hakveadalet.org 

15 
 

 

 

CONTENTS 
 
 

ABBREVIATIONS & GLOSSARY .............................................................................................1 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ..................................................................................................................9 

SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF PARTICIPANTS ..................................... 18 

CATEGORY ANALYSIS OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE RESEARCH .......................................................19 

EVALUATION OF PARTICIPATION BEHAVIOURS IN THE RESEARCH ....................................... 25 

INTRODUCTION .....................................................................................................................................26 

DATA ANALYSIS OF FULL PARTICIPANTS IN THE RESEARCH ................................................. 29 

 

DATA ANALYSIS OF RELATIVES OF VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREES (SECONDARY VICTIMS)
 ......................................................................................................................................................................30 

MY01- THE LEVEL OF CONNECTION BETWEEN “SECONDARY VICTIMS" AND THE VICTIMS OF 
THE SoE /THE DECREES .................................................. 31 

MY02- NUMBERS OF THE SoE OR THE DECREE VICTIMS IN THE FAMILIES OF RESPONDENTS
 ..................................................................... 31 

MY03- HOW THE SoE /THE DECREE VICTIMS LOST THEIR JOBS /POSTS ................. 32 

MY04- AMOUNT OF THE SoE /THE DECREE VICTIMS WHO ARE FACING JUDICIAL 
INVESTIGATION OR PROSECUTION ......................................... 32 

MY05- TYPES OF PROBLEMS THE VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREES SUFFER .......... 33 

MY06- SECONDARY VICTIMS’ NEED TO GET ANY MEDICAL AND/OR PSYCHOLOGICAL AIDS DUE 
TO VICTIMISATION OF THEIR RELATIVES .................................... 33 

MY07- PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS THE RELATIVES OF THE SoE VICTIMS FACED DUE TO 
THEIR RELATIVES' VICTIMISATION.......................................... 34 

MY08.0- THE NAME OF THE INSTITUTIONS WHERE THE RELATIVES OF SECONDARY VICTIMS 
WERE DIRECTLY VICTIMISED BY THE DECREES /THE SoE ....................... 34 

DATA ANALYSIS OF DIRECT VICTIMS OF THE SoE (PRIMARY VICTIMS) .......................... 36 

A02- THE JOB CATEGORIES OF THE SoE /THE DECREE VICTIMS BEFORE THE ATTEMPTED 
COUP .............................................................................................................................................37 

A03.0- HOW THE VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREES LOST THEIR POSTS /JOBS ....................37 

A03.1 ANALYSIS OF VICTIMISATIONS BY EMERGENCY DECREES OR SoE POWERS .................38 

A04.0- HOW PRIVATE SECTOR EMPLOYEES /EMPLOYERS VICTIMISED IN THE SoE ..................39 

A04.4.2- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT HOW PRIVATE SECTOR EMPLOYEES /EMPLOYERS WERE 
VICTIMISED ...................................................................................................................................40 

 



Rights and Justice Platform www.hakveadalet.org 

16 
 

A06.3.1- THE NAME OF THE INSTITUTIONS THAT THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES OR THE SoE 
WORKED BEFORE .......................................................................................................................41 

A06.3.4- EMPLOYMENT SECTORS OF THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE BEFORE THE 
COUP ATTEMPT ...........................................................................................................................42 

A07.0- ANY CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS THE VICTIMS FACED BEFORE THE COUP ATTEMPT ..42 

A07.2- COMPARISON OF VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE BETWEEN THE PRE AND 
POST-COUP INVESTIGATIONS...................................................................................................43 

A07.3- SOME STATEMENTS OF THE VICTIMS OF DECREES /THE SoE ABOUT THEIR PRE/POST 
COUP CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS ...........................................................................................43 

A08.0- CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS OF THE VICTIMS CHARGED WITH THE COUP ATTEMPT OR 
MEMBERSHIP TO THE PARALLEL STATE ORGANISATION (PSO) .........................................44 

A08.3- SOME STATEMENTS OF THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE ABOUT THEIR LEGAL 
ADVISORS DURING CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS /INTERVIEWS ...........................................45 

A08.4- SOME STATEMENTS OF THE VICTIMS OF DECREES /THE SoE ABOUT THEIR POST COUP 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS .......................................................................................................48 

A09.0- HOME SEARCHES OF THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS DURING THE CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGATIONS IN THE SoE ....................................................................................................50 

A09.3- SOME STATEMENTS OF THE VICTIMS OF SoE ABOUT THEIR HOME SEARCHES ...........51 

A10.0- CUSTODY PROCESSES OF THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE ............................52 

A13.0- ILL-TREATMENTS AND/OR TORTURES THAT VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE HAVE 
EXPERIENCED IN CUSTODY ......................................................................................................53 

A13.1- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE ILL-TREATMENTS AND/OR TORTURES THAT VICTIMS 
OF THE DECREES /THE SoE HAVE EXPERIENCED IN CUSTODY .........................................54 

A14- PSYCHOLOGICAL SYMPTOMS THE SoE /THE DECREE VICTIMS EXPERIENCED AFTER 
ILL-TREATMENTS/TORTURES IN CUSTODY ............................................................................56 

A15.1- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS OF THE VICTIMS OF THE 
DECREES /THE SoE IN THE AFTERMATH OF ABUSES AND/OR TORTURES IN DETENTION
 .......................................................................................................................................................57 

A17- HOW WERE THE VICTIMS TREATED AT PUBLIC PROSECUTION SERVICES.............................58 

A19.1- SOME STATEMENTS OF THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SOE ABOUT THEIR 
PROSECUTION PROCESS ..........................................................................................................59 

A20- TREATMENTS OF THE VICTIMS BY THE JUDGES OF THE PENAL COURTS .........................60 

A21.2- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE TREATMENT OF THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS AT 
THE PENAL COURTS ...................................................................................................................61 

A22.0- PRISONS THAT THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE SENT, THEIR CONDITIONS AND 
TREATMENTS RECEIVED ...........................................................................................................62 

A29.1- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE PRISON CONDITIONS OF VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE 
DECREES ......................................................................................................................................66 

A30.0- ILL-TREATMENTS OF THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS IN PRISONS ..................................67 

A30.3– PSYCHOLOGICAL SYMPTOMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREE VICTIMS EXPERIENCED 
AFTER ILL-TREATMENTS /TORTURES IN PRISON ..................................................................68 

A30.4- SYMPTOMS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL DISORDERS THE SoE /THE DECREE VICTIMS 
EXPERIENCED IN PRISON ..........................................................................................................68 

A30.5- MEDICAL AND/OR PSYCHOLOGICAL NEEDS OF VICTIMS DUE TO ILL-TREATMENTS OR 
TORTURES IN PRISONS ..............................................................................................................69 

A30.6- ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS ABOUT LIFE AND LIVING CONDITIONS IN PRISONS THAT 
VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE HAVE EXPERIENCED .................................................69 

A31.0- STATE OF THE INDICTMENTS AND/OR TRIALS OF THE VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE 
DECREES ......................................................................................................................................70 

A31.1 SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE INDICTMENT AND/OR THE TRIAL PROCESSES BY THE 



Rights and Justice Platform www.hakveadalet.org 

17 
 

VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE .......................................................................................70 

A32.0- PROBLEMS THE VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREE SUFFERED AFTER LOSING THEIR 
JOBS /TAKEN INTO CUSTODY /PRISON ....................................................................................72 

A32.1- EFFECTS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE VICTIMISATIONS ON TO THE BREAK UP OF THE 
FAMILY UNIONS OF THE VICTIMS .............................................................................................75 

A33- PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS THE VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREE SUFFERED AFTER 
LOSING THEIR JOBS /TAKEN INTO CUSTODY/PRISON ..........................................................76 

A33- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAUMA, THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES 
/THE SoE EXPERIENCED AFTER THEIR VICTIMISATIONS .....................................................77 

A35- HOW RELATIONSHIPS OF VICTIMS WITH THEIR FAMILY AND/OR SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT 
HAVE CHANGED AFTER THEIR VICTIMIZATIONS ....................................................................80 

A35.8- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE CHANGES OF ATTITUDES AGAINST VICTIMS OF THE 
DECREES /THE SoE BY THE SOCIETY AFTER VICTIMIZATIONS ...........................................82 

A36- WHAT THE SoE /THE DECREE VICTIMS DO FOR LIVING AFTER LOSING THEIR JOBS .......86 

A37.0- HOW THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS EVALUATE THE TREATMENTS THEY WERE 
SUBJECTED BY THE STATE .......................................................................................................87 

A37.0- OTHER EXPLANATIONS ABOUT HOW THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS EVALUATE THE 
TREATMENTS THEY GOT FROM THE STATE ...........................................................................88 

A38.0- HOW THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS EVALUATE THE TREATMENT THEY WERE 
SUBJECTED BY THE SOCIETY ...................................................................................................91 

A38.1- SOME STATEMENTS OF HOW THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS EVALUATE THE 
TREATMENTS THEY GOT FROM THE SOCIETY .......................................................................92 

A39- WHAT THE VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREES SUFFERED MOST IN THE SoE PERIOD 95 

A39- SOME STATEMENTS OF WHAT THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS SUFFERED MOST IN THE 
SoE .................................................................................................................................................96 

A40- IMPACTS OF THE SoE VICTIMIZATIONS ON PERSONALITIES AND/OR PSYCHOLOGIES OF 
THE VICTIMS.................................................................................................................................98 

A40- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE IMPACTS OF THE SoE VICTIMISATIONS ON THE 
PERSONALITIES AND/OR PSYCHOLOGIES OF VICTIMS ........................................................99 

PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS ABOUT THE STATE OF EMERGENCY POLICIES AND PRACTICES 
OF THE GOVERNMENT ......................................................................................................... 100 

INTRODUCTION ............................................................ 101 

ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE SOE VICTIMISATIONS ON SOCIAL & POLITICAL 

IDENTITIES AND ATTITUDES OF THE VICTIMS ................................................................ 226 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS .......................................................................... 233 

 

  



Rights and Justice Platform www.hakveadalet.org 

18 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF 

PARTICIPANTS 

  



Rights and Justice Platform www.hakveadalet.org 

19 
 

 
CATEGORY ANALYSIS OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE RESEARCH 

 

 

When the categories of the 
participants are examined 
numerically, it can be seen that 
there are considerable 
differences between the 
quantities. Thus to evade this 
condition affecting the 
reliability of analysis results, 
all statistical analyses in the 
research were carried out using 
“nonparametric" techniques. 

In all categories, there are 
sufficient numbers of samples 
to produce statistically 
significant results. I.e. When 
the numbers of 1465 
participants in the “Victims of 
the SoE or the Emergency" 
category were analysed 
separately at 95% reliability 
rate, it can provide statistically 
significant results with ±2.56% 
margins of error. When the 
numbers of 342 participants in 
the “Relatives of Victims of 
the SoE or the Decrees" 
category were analysed 
separately at 95% reliability, it 
can provide statistically 
significant results with ±5.30% 
margins of error. When the 
numbers of 366 participants in 
the "Non-Directly Victimised 
Individuals by the SoE" 
category were analysed 
separately at 95% reliability, it 
can provide statistically 
significant results with ± 
5.12% margins of error. When 
all participant categories were 
analysed altogether (2173) at 
95% reliability, it can provide 
statistically significant results 
with ± 2.10% margins of error.
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According to TURKSTAT 2016, while average vocational college / bachelor’s / MA or doctoral 

degree graduates in Turkey is 17%, this ratio is 98.1% among the primary victims of the SoE 
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The SoE victims lost 75% of their average monthly (4000 TL) income after 15 July 2016 (Now 
1000 TL). The victims' relatives also suffered 50% loss of income for various reasons, while those 
who were not-direct victims retained their average monthly income before and after 15 July 2016. 
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After 15 July 2016, current, unemployment rate among the SoE victims is 65%. The majority of 
victims who found jobs either work unregistered and/or have low-paying jobs due to government’ 
harassment of the employers. 
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Approximately 50% of the primary and secondary victims left their homes, neighbourhoods and/or 
cities after 15 July 2016 to find work and/or to escape social 
labelling/stigma/exclusion/discrimination attached to them in the society. 

Most victims define themselves as conservative democrats while most non-direct victims define 
themselves in other ideologies. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 The research analyses were carried out on 2173 participants. Yet there were 7548 actual 

numbers of clicks by respondents on our research link. 7548 respondents had shown some interest in 

the contribution of our research, but 5375 (71%) respondents left the survey at some stages of 

completion. Thus, only 2173 (%29) people completed the survey in the end. Consequently, we felt 

obliged to find out why that type of respondent behaviour occurred. The detailed analysis indicated 

that respondents seriously worried about answering questions of the victimisation survey and/or 

explaining their perceptions / judgments since it may put themselves and/or their relatives in further 

danger of persecution of the government in the SoE. There are more details in the Turkish version of 

the report but, the most convincing proof of this conclusion was the observation that approximately 

4000 people had answered all victimisation questions but eluded responses to perception questions. 

Furthermore, this conclusion was supported by affirmations of timid respondents themselves that it 

was the main reason for their evasive behaviour (See Table 1 and Charts 1-3). 

Table 1 

Completion Number and Rates of the Research Form 
According to Participant Categories 

Participant 
Categories 

Full 
Participation 
Numbers and 

Rates 

Timid Participant 
Numbers and Rates 

Row / Column 
TOTALS 

Victims of the SoE 

or the Emergency 

Decrees 

1465 

(28.0%) 

3768 

(72.0%) 

5233 

(100%) 

Relatives of Victims 

of the SoE or the 

Decrees 

342 

(26.2%) 

965 

(73.8%) 

1307 

(100%) 

Non-Directly 

Victimised 

Individuals by the 

SoE 

366 

(36.3%) 

642 

(63.7%) 

1008 

(100%) 

Totals 
2173 

(29.0%) 

5375 

(71.0%) 

7548 

(100%) 
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Chart 1 

 
   

Chart 2 
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Chart 3 
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DATA ANALYSIS OF FULL PARTICIPANTS IN 

THE RESEARCH 
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DATA ANALYSIS OF RELATIVES OF VICTIMS OF THE 
SoE /THE DECREES (SECONDARY VICTIMS) 
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MY01- THE LEVEL OF CONNECTION BETWEEN “SECONDARY VICTIMS" AND THE 
VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREES 

 

MY02- NUMBERS OF THE SoE OR THE DECREE VICTIMS IN THE FAMILIES OF 
RESPONDENTS 
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MY03- HOW THE SoE /THE DECREE VICTIMS LOST THEIR JOBS /POSTS 

 

MY04- AMOUNT OF THE SoE /THE DECREE VICTIMS WHO ARE FACING JUDICIAL 
INVESTIGATION OR PROSECUTION 
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MY05- TYPES OF PROBLEMS THE VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREES SUFFER 

 

MY06- SECONDARY VICTIMS’ NEED TO GET ANY MEDICAL AND/OR 
PSYCHOLOGICAL AIDS DUE TO VICTIMISATION OF THEIR RELATIVES 
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MY07- PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS THE RELATIVES OF THE SoE VICTIMS FACED 

DUE TO THEIR RELATIVES' VICTIMISATION 

 

MY08.0- THE NAME OF THE INSTITUTIONS WHERE THE RELATIVES OF 

SECONDARY VICTIMS WERE DIRECTLY VICTIMISED BY THE DECREES /THE SoE 

The secondary victims participated in the survey reported that they had relatives working, 

more or less, in all sections of government bureaucracy such as employees working for Prime 

Ministry, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Health, 

Ministry of Finance, Directorate of Religious Affairs, Turkish Armed Forces, General Directorate of 

Security, General Command of Gendarmerie, Turkish Radio Television Institution (TRT), High 

Education Council of the Universities (YÖK), Universities, Municipalities etc. Some relatives 

reported that they had victims who were students of military and/or police schools.  

In the private sector institutions, academics, teachers, journalists, businesspersons, workers, 

traders, artisans etc. were reported as victims of the SoE and/or decrees 

.  
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MY08.2- SOME STATEMENTS OF SECONDARY VICTIMS ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENED TO THEIR RELATIVES IN THE SoE AND/OR HOW THEY 

FEEL2 

 "We are the kind of people that have not committed even a traffic offence so far, but one day 

my wife got up accused and arrested for being a member of a terrorist organization that was 

treacherous and armed against the state. This is too heavy for us to bear. We are people who 

love the country and have never left Mustafa Kemal ATATÜRK line. We cannot breathe 

anymore." 

 "My children who were arrested as a terrorist were apprehensive even to step on ants. Yet, 

they were kept in prison for months without an indictment or a court hearing." 

 "I have been living without my father for 14 months. It's not clear how long I will live." 

 "My husband has been detained for 16 months. We are a family torn apart physically and 

spiritually and we are worn out. We are labelled by the community..." 

 "I cannot sleep; I cannot even eat. I am unhappy, hopeless. Now I desire the doomsday for the 

persecution to end." 

 "Loneliness, unemployment and lack of money is our fate now." 

 "I lost my desire to live." 

 "Our suffering cannot be told ..." 

 "If I were to tell the whole story it would be a large novel. It would be better if I had died. I 

would commit suicide if it was not for my parents, brothers and sisters." 

 "Social exclusion, contempt, mistreatment, unemployment…" 

 "No friends, no relatives, no associates, none left..." 

 "My family my home is destroyed. I am miserable" 

 "Artificial criminals are being created instead of dealing with real criminals to create a 

perception to the public that they are fighting the real enemy." 

                         
2
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not represent 
the views of the Platform. 
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DATA ANALYSIS OF DIRECT VICTIMS OF THE SoE 
(PRIMARY VICTIMS) 
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A02- THE JOB CATEGORIES OF THE SoE /THE DECREE VICTIMS BEFORE THE 
ATTEMPTED COUP 

 

 Public employees constitute the biggest bulk of primary victims participated in the research. 

The second group is private sector employees. Students, the pensioners, the unemployed, and others 

who participated in the survey also seem to be victimised by the SoE. Although, the main target of the 

SoE/the decrees is public sector employees, it is clear that no section of society is left untouched by 

them for varied reasons. 

A03.0- HOW THE VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREES LOST THEIR POSTS /JOBS 
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A03.1 ANALYSIS OF VICTIMISATIONS BY EMERGENCY DECREES OR 
SoE POWERS 

 
 

It should be pointed out that the 

numbers stated in the table in the left 

are the numbers of people who were 

purged from their jobs/posts name 

by name. There are also many 

thousands of victims that were 

purged or left unemployed by other 

means such as shutting down their 

institutions, appointing government 

administrators to institutions 

/businesses, cancelling job licenses 

etc. Because of these reasons, the 

numbers of victims of the SoE /the 

decrees quite exceeds the numbers 

of people whose names have been 

published on official gazettes. There 

are other issues that also need to be 

considered that may put the actual 

numbers of direct victims to 

300,000. I.e. there are a number of 

students whose schools were closed, 

military school students, police school students whose schools were shut, some graduates that their 

graduations called invalid, many other employees/owners/partners of other public and private 

organizations etc. that are victimised in some ways too. If the numbers of secondary victims, i.e. the 

victim's relatives of direct victims are added to this calculation, the total sum of the primary victims 

will easily exceed 1.200.000. Furthermore, numbers of tertiary victims can be at least the half of the 

country. 

Considering that the Turkish government convinced and publicly announced that tens of thousands of 

people were either terrorists or affiliated terrorists in a short space of time but could not prove that 

was the case before the courts of justice despite the length of time passed since those declarations, the 

social burdens of the SoE and the decrees has become quite unbearable. Due to that many families 

break apart, many people commit suicide; many people develop somatic or psychological illnesses
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A04.0- HOW PRIVATE SECTOR EMPLOYEES /EMPLOYERS VICTIMISED 

IN THE SoE 

 

 

The bulk of SoE victims declared that they lost their jobs through their workplace being directly 

closed down by the decrees or the SoE powers. Some employees were fired by the cancellation of 

their contract through the opportunity that the SoE provided to their employers. These dismissals 

include some cases that government officers call the employers and tell them to sack some employees 

otherwise their businesses will be in danger of either shutting down or putting in government 

administration too. 

Some victims were forced to abdicate or resign from their posts. Some victims were left unemployed 

by the cancellation of their work licenses by the SoE powers.  
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A04.4.2- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT HOW PRIVATE SECTOR 

EMPLOYEES /EMPLOYERS WERE VICTIMISED3 

 "In March 2016, the business I took over according to law, paid the transfer fees, paid taxes 

regularly, paid employees' wages and rent was closed for no reason" 

 "My business was not closed directly. However, when the businesses I had worked with were 

closed and people were arrested, my business had to close in the domino effect. In short, this 

is the invisible face of the SoE and I am the secondary victim of it." 

 "The institution I worked as a teacher was closed without any explanations. I could not even 

get my private possessions. I was informed that 'my work permit has been cancelled' from 

Ministry of Education and then I applied to other teaching jobs but I was told that I could not 

work because I worked in the institutions that were closed with an emergency decree. I am 

now working as a worker in the laundry.” 

 "After July 15, the university that I worked was the first to be closed. Salary of the last month 

I worked was not even paid. Our legal rights to compensation were denied. We found 

ourselves on the street in one day, and we were grateful for it because many of our friends 

were also imprisoned." 

 "The institution my husband and I worked was closed. We were left jobless. We cannot work 

in other teaching institutions because our licenses are cancelled too. No work can be found 

even at minimum wage level. Everyone is scared to employ us. We have three children 

attending school. We have no social security." 

 "We turn out to be unemployed and penniless in an instant." 

 "We were terrorists in a day. Everything we had was taken away. We're still unemployed." 

 "I am unemployed for more than a year. I have no chance of finding another job." 

 "My business was closed; everything I had including my house was seized by the 

government. There were 15 employees working for the business. They got fired as well." 

 "A government administrator was appointed to my business. The payments owed to me or 

other businesses were not paid, but I was forced to pay the credits of the company."
                         
3
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not represent 
the views of the Platform. 
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A06.3.1- THE NAME OF THE INSTITUTIONS THAT THE VICTIMS OF THE 

DECREES OR THE SoE WORKED BEFORE 

The primary victims participated in the survey reported that they worked, more or less, in all sections 

of government bureaucracy such as working for Prime ministry, Ministry of Education, Ministry of 

Justice, Judges and Prosecutors High Council, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Health, Ministry of 

Finance, Directorate of Religious Affairs, Turkish Armed Forces, General Directorate of Security, 

General Command of Gendarmerie, Turkish Radio Television Institution (TRT), High Education 

Council of the Universities (YÖK), Universities, Municipalities etc. 

There were also military schools and police schools students among the victims. 

Victims declared that they had following jobs/ professions;  at universities, from research assistant 

to professorship; at the Ministry of Education, from teacher to headmastership; at the Ministry of 

Health, from nurses to doctors; at judicial institutions, from lower-ranking officials /clerks to higher 

judges, prosecutors; at military institutions from military students to high-ranking army officers; at 

police institutions from police-school students, police officers to chief constables; at municipalities 

from the lowest level officials to senior managers, experts, engineers; at Directorate of Religious 

Affairs, from muezzins to imams. 

In the private sector institutions/businesses journalists, academics, teachers, workers, businessmen, 

artisans, business managers have all participated in the research. 

Judging by the varieties of institutions and the jobs/posts occupied by the respondents, it can be said 

that victimisations from almost all types of institutions and professions have been represented in the 

current research study. 
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A06.3.4- EMPLOYMENT SECTORS OF THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES 
/THE SoE BEFORE THE COUP ATTEMPT 

 

 
Examination of employment sectors of those who were directly victimized by the SoE and/or the 
decrees show that almost 90% of primary victims of the SoE and/or decrees are in sectors other than 
the security sector that includes all private security, police, gendarme and army personnel. 
Interestingly, most victims are employees in 'Education', 'Service' and 'Health' sectors. The worst hit 
victims group is in “Education" sector that mainly consists of 'teachers' and 'academics'. This outlook 
makes one wonder whether it was educators who carried out the coup attempt. 

A07.0- ANY CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS THE VICTIMS FACED BEFORE 
THE COUP ATTEMPT 

 

95.8% of the victims of the SoE and /or the decrees did not face any criminal investigation before 15 
July 2016. Even those who faced criminal investigation before had cases with little connection to post 
SoE investigations. This means that 99% of the victims who faced criminal investigation in the SoE 
did not have any past records related with any criminal or terrorist activities before. 
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A07.2- COMPARISON OF VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE BETWEEN THE PRE 
AND POST-COUP INVESTIGATIONS 

 

It is clear from the Chart A07.2 that the SoE investigations were carried out in “lower-standards of 
justice". This is why none of the victims who have been subjected to both pre-and-post-SoE 
investigations has declared that their post-SoE investigations were “fairer". 

A07.3- SOME STATEMENTS OF THE VICTIMS OF DECREES /THE SoE 
ABOUT THEIR PRE/POST COUP CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS4 

 "I have not gone through any investigation in my life before I have never entered any police 
stations before" 

 I have been under criminal investigation for 12 months due to a false statement of a witness. 
There is no indictment yet and no information is provided to me so far." 

 "I want justice no string-pulling." 

 "I don’t know what I was accused of ..." 

 "A lawless country." 

 "I was punished because I do not support the government. I am a Socialist and a member of a 
labour union that does not support the government either (Egitim-Sen).” 

                         
4  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not represent 
the views of the Platform. 



Rights and Justice Platform www.hakveadalet.org 

44 
 

A08.0- CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS OF THE VICTIMS CHARGED WITH 

THE COUP ATTEMPT OR MEMBERSHIP TO THE PARALLEL STATE 

ORGANISATION (PSO) 

 

 66.6% of the victims gave 'no' answer to the question whether they had been criminally 

investigated for involvement in the coup attempt or membership to the Parallel State Organisation 

(PSO) post-15 July 2016. Without prejudicing those who were prosecuted for the alleged crimes were 

criminals, it can clearly be stated that those who were not even be investigated were victims of 

'arbitrary’ charges. Additionally, the fact that only 3.5% of the prosecuted of alleged offences state 

that the investigations were fairly conducted, and only 11.2% state that they were able to defend 

themselves fairly shows that the state of the justice in the SoE process is 'grave' in the simplest term. 
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A08.3- SOME STATEMENTS OF THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE 

SoE ABOUT THEIR LEGAL ADVISORS DURING CRIMINAL 

INVESTIGATIONS /INTERVIEWS5 

 “I was provided with a lawyer, but the lawyer told me that 'I should be an informant. He did 
not defend me.'" 

 "The lawyer just listened to my defence. His presence and absence were indistinguishable." 

 "I had a lawyer, but he sat like a trinket. He did not do anything." 

 "There was a man sitting by the side of the prosecutor in the office during the testimony 
watching me without a sound. I thought he was an office worker. To my surprise, I later 
learned that it was my lawyer." 

 "I had a lawyer appointed by the bar association. He used his right to remain silent (!)" 

 "I had a lawyer appointed by the bar association. He played with his cell phone, did not 
intervene." 

 "I had a lawyer sent by the bar association who had been specially selected for 
manipulation." 

 "I was allowed to have a lawyer in my interview, but it seemed that the lawyer was helping the 
interrogators, not me." 

 "I was allowed to have a lawyer in my interview, but it was at 6:00 AM and the lawyer was 
sleeping on the desk." 

 "I was allowed to have a lawyer, but I was not allowed to consult him." 

 "I was allowed to have a lawyer in my case, but he just played a game on his cell phone and 
said ‘there was nothing to do’.” 

 "I was allowed to have a lawyer in my interview, but as an ornament. If the lawyer does his 
job, he also carries the risks of the same treatment." 

 "I was allowed to have a lawyer in my interview, but the lawyer played the role that the state 
gave him, did not work for us." 

 "I was allowed to have a lawyer in my interview, but the lawyer appointed was prejudiced and 
a pro-party ... He told me that “I would definitely be detained if I did not give some names and 
I was detained." 

                         
5
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not represent 
the views of the Platform. 
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 "I was allowed to have a lawyer when I was questioned, but he was standing next to me like an 
ornament." 

 "The lawyer does not have any value since there is no justice." 

 "The interrogation at the police had two phases; 1-illegal interrogations: While in detention, 
illegal statements were taken with insults, blackmails, threats sometimes in daytimes, 
sometimes at nights without lawyers or cameras in small rooms. These illegal statements 
were sometimes taken at 03.00 AM or 05.00 AM in drowsiness. 2-legal interviews: The 
statement was taken in a very civilized manner in the presence of a lawyer at the interview 
room." 

 "There was a lawyer during the official interview, but there was not during the unofficial 
questioning." 

 "In detention Room, I was questioned without a lawyer. There was a lawyer at police 
interview room." 

 "I have not been informed of my legal rights. Yet on the official statement, it was stated so." 

 "A partisan lawyer was present at the interview due to the procedures." 

 "I was not allowed to have my own lawyer. There was a lawyer appointed by the 
prosecution." 

 "Who is the lawyer? He cannot even defend himself." 

 "There was someone speechless who I did not know was a lawyer. He did not help at all." 

 "The lawyer was their triggerman." 

 "The lawyer was merely available." 

 "The lawyer just sat down. He did not speak. Because he was afraid too." 

 "I had a lawyer at the interview, but the lawyer did not give me any advices. The lawyer was 
silent due to the fear of harassment too." 

 "There was a lawyer, but it would be better if there was not. He did not help at all." 

 "I had a lawyer, but I did not know that he was a lawyer. I learned that later on" 

 "There was a lawyer, but I could not understand whether he was my solicitor or 
prosecutor's." 

 "There was a lawyer. But he just watched around." 

 "A lawyer was provided, but the lawyer could not even help himself.” 

 "The lawyer provided by the bar association was addressing me as if I had leprosy." 

 "I saw the lawyer :)" 
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 "I was provided with a lawyer by the bar association, but I could not make out what he was 
for." 

 "There was a lawyer from the bar association. He was talking to me in an incriminating 
manner.” 

 "There was a lawyer from the bar association, but he did not provide the necessary support. I 
needed... I did not have a weapon or anything ... I did not even have tax balance. I did not 
have a traffic-fine ticket." 

 "The lawyer from the bar associations has acted like a lawyer of the state, forced me to be a 
confessor/informant, told me to accept the charges." 

 "There was a lawyer from the bar association, but I cannot say he defended me." 

 "There were lawyers coming from the bar association, but at that time I was guilty in their 
eyes… They were more afraid than we were.” 

 "There was a wallflower lawyer coming from the bar association." 

 "I did not know that I had such a right." 

 "I swear to God that there was a lawyer, but to call him a lawyer required a thousand 
witnesses. I hope I could tell what I mean."  
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A08.4- SOME STATEMENTS OF THE VICTIMS OF DECREES /THE SoE 

ABOUT THEIR POST COUP CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS6 

 "I spent 345 days in prison. I have been subjected to countless human rights infringements. I 
still do not know what for I was arrested, what for I was kept in prison, and what for I was 
released." 

 "I do not know what I am accused of because I have not been told any concrete pieces of 
evidence or reasons. Moreover, the judicial due process was ignored." 

 "The reason for the investigation and what the alleged criminal actions were not told for 
months, and our colleagues and my partner were arrested with empty files. The inquiry 
procedure was not followed. Our names have been published on internet sites as putschist 
judges." 

 "Everything is unlawful, without evidence or without proof." 

 "We were taken to a 25-hour bus journey without a break in handcuffs. No blanket was 
provided. We slept with our coats on the ground. We stayed in dirty environments. We were 
exposed to detailed searches at our intimate places. We were subjected to verbal violence." 

 "1- Handcuffs in the back were applied arbitrarily. 2- Spent one night in the gym, sleeping on 
the rough ground. 3- Physician examination held without removing the handcuffs. 4. Supplied 
a good-health report without any examination 5- Rough treatment 6-Confiscation of 
materials that were not of any interest to the case prosecuted 7- Entering and searching my 
home without my presence. 8- The search statement was not provided to me yet. 

 "I was detained on 10 August 2016 and taken into custody on 11 August. I was put in prison 
on 15 August. I got out of prison 9 months and 11 days later. I have not been put on trial in a 
court up to now. In my case file, the only record was an issued fine ticket to a mobile 
beekeeper. The beekeeper had made a complaint. That was all yet I was both dismissed from 
my job and I was detained for 9 months and 11 days." 

 "I was detained for 10 days. We, two people, slept on a single iron bed. Our bones were 
crushed. I was kept in prison for 11 months. I slept in a bed on the floor for 7 months. In an 
airless environment, we had an average of 26 people in a room built for 10 people. The 
notebook I bought from the prison cafeteria was confiscated. The notes I got from the books I 
read were confiscated. The chess board we made from the paper was confiscated... My wife 
had a baby while I was in prison. We were allowed to phone to our relatives 10 minutes every 
fortnight. When I learned on the phone that my wife was taken to hospital for delivery of our 
baby, I was not allowed to receive any news for 3 days. These are just the things I remember 
right now." 

 "It is 14 months, but no information was provided about what crime I committed. I was 
released on conditional bail. The indictment was not even written. The prosecutors say me 
“Wait, we have not made any assessment yet." So I wait. Waiting is my biggest difficulty. I 
cannot set up work. I cannot go to work. Nobody gives us work. We are like ‘plague-stricken’ 
people. Nobody wants to see us, nobody wants to greet us." 

                         
6
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not represent 
the views of the Platform. 
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 "Twice I was taken into custody. Everybody, including prosecutors, lawyers and other 
officials, put me under constant pressure telling to “confess to getting released.” 

 "I have been detained for 216 days lawlessly.” 

 "As a 7 months pregnant lady, I had to vacate my home, had to get rid of the furniture and 
leave the country for good." 

 "There was no fair trial, I was immediately sentenced, my crime was not explained to me 
legally, and no evidence was presented." 

 "Our lives were darkened with groundless accusations." 

 "I could not find a lawyer to defend me." 

 "I, as a ‘legist’, have not seen any legal conduct in the process." 

 "I saw a confessor-witness who did not know me. I heard slanders." 

 "You are being treated worse than an animal." 

 "Beating, forced signature, torture ..." 

 "Arrests were made based on Excel tables, without evidence.” 

 "The case file is secret. Evidence cannot be revealed to anyone, including the lawyer. Yet, you 
are asked to defend yourself." 

 "I had insults, threats coercion to give names to get released.” 

 "We, 13 academics kept in custody, for 12 days, in a room built for 2 people. We laid blankets 
everywhere and slept in the dirty place without hygiene. The lunch was not provided." 

 "I was not allowed to use my rights, my medication was not delivered, and I was not allowed 
to see my relatives." 

 "Insults, in-human treatments, harassments..." 

 "The judge did not fully record what I said." 

 "Disappointment, injustice, unscrupulousness, not knowing what you are accused of; it is 
genocide." 

 "Which one I should tell! ..." 

 "All kinds of insults and humiliations made against me." 

 "I was expected to prove my innocence without any accusations. I have been under judicial 
control for over a year without any evidence. My indictment is still not prepared.” 

 "I was kept in custody for three days with my two-months-old baby." 

 "I was kept in custody for 11 days without any actions."  
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A09.0- HOME SEARCHES OF THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS DURING THE 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS IN THE SoE 

 
 

68.8% of those who faced criminal investigation in the SoE have declared that their houses were 

searched. Only 48.1% of them declared that they had the due respect expected of the professionals 

who carried out the searches. Some of those who claimed not being treated respectfully stated that 'no 

search warrant was presented to them at the door of entry', no copy of the official search report was 

provided to them’ and 'their children were traumatized by officers on duty'. 

Some of those who mark the 'Other' option claimed that their homes were entered either by 

'locksmiths' or ‘by breaking the doors' when they were not at home.  



Rights and Justice Platform www.hakveadalet.org 

51 
 

 
A09.3- SOME STATEMENTS OF THE VICTIMS OF SoE ABOUT THEIR 

HOME SEARCHES7 

 "My family was terrified" 

 "I felt very bad at that moment because the look of policemen at me seemed worse than a look 
at PKK terrorists. I think that this should not be done to a person who spent whole life for 
education." 

 "The search warrant and a copy of search record were not provided." 

 "The officers did not know what they were looking for. They did not say what they were 
looking for either. They ransacked the house they did not care for the psychology of the 
children at home ...” 

 "The police who detained me at home said I was more dangerous than a PKK terrorist." 

 "Computers were directly taken away without taking their forensic images." 

 "One day earlier you have everything. Best of all you are respected. The next day you are 
nothing, and you are guilty." 

 "It is a violation of human right, a dishonourable and unacceptable situation when a person is 
absent for no reason, his house is searched, and the very minute details of all your private 
things are acted as if they are property." 

 "They carried out the order they were given as if we are fierce criminals." 

 "My partner had been threatened. If they could not find me, she would be “in danger of being 
taken in” instead.” 

 "They terrorized us at home, they insulted us, and they searched everywhere including the 
freezer section of the refrigerator. They answered our questions in an insulting manner and 
so on, so on ..." 

 "My house was ransacked." 

 "When police tried to confiscate even the phones of the guests at home, we were threatened 
that if we did not submit all phones 'they would break our arms to get them if necessary." 

 "At 7:30 in the morning, 8 policemen entered my home; this is really disgraceful.” 

 “It is the greatest humiliation that I have experienced in my life. I am a very successful 
teacher who is honest, hardworking, ethical, and loyal to the nation. Yet the treatment I got 
hurts me deeply.” 

 "They did not care about the privacy of the bedroom. Male policemen also entered there for 
the search."  

                         
7
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not represent 
the views of the Platform. 
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A10.0- CUSTODY PROCESSES OF THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE 
SoE 

 

HOW LONG THE SoE 
VICTIMS KEPT IN POLICE 

CUSTODY 
% 

Freed on the same day 6.44% 

1 day later freed (||) imprisoned 18.94% 

2 days later freed (||) imprisoned 9.85% 

3 days later freed (||) imprisoned 9.09% 

4 days later freed (||) imprisoned 8.33% 

5 days later freed (||) imprisoned 7.95% 

6 days later freed (||) imprisoned 6.82% 

7 days later freed (||) imprisoned 7.95% 

8 days later freed (||) imprisoned 4.17% 

9 days later freed (||) imprisoned 3.03% 

10 days later freed (||) imprisoned 2.65% 

11 days later freed (||) imprisoned 3.41% 

12 days later freed (||) imprisoned 1.52% 

13 days later freed (||) imprisoned 2.27% 

14 days later freed (||) imprisoned 1.89% 

15 days later freed (||) imprisoned 1.14% 

16 days later freed (||) imprisoned 0.38% 

17 days later freed (||) imprisoned 0.38% 

18 days later freed (||) imprisoned 1.14% 

20 days later freed (||) imprisoned 0.38% 

23 days later freed (||) imprisoned 1.52% 

29 days later freed (||) imprisoned 0.38% 

30 days later freed (||) imprisoned 0.38% 

Total 100.00% 
 

62% of those who faced criminal investigation 

stated that they had been arrested or detained in the 

SoE. 40% of them did not even know why they were 

taken into custody. 62.5% of victims were held in 

bad or very bad conditions in custody. However, 

there may also be a serious debate over whether 

those who choose the 'average' treatment category 

really got treated like that, or whether they think 

they are treated average compared to those treated 

badly. 

Victims were kept in custody for different periods; 

before they were either released or arrested. 
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A13.0- ILL-TREATMENTS AND/OR TORTURES THAT VICTIMS OF THE 
DECREES /THE SoE HAVE EXPERIENCED IN CUSTODY  

23.5% of victims kept in police custody reported 

“ill-treatment” while in custody. However, it may 

be fair to point out that, being “detained" without 

proper evidence is itself ill-treatment. 

Those who declare ill-treatment stated following 

ill-treatments descending; Psychological violence, 

Denial of family /relative visits, Verbal violence 

(insults, profanity, humiliation), Restrictions on 

WC /Bathroom use, Denial of access to open 

spaces, Sleep deprivation, Food /water 

deprivation, Physical violence, Sexual harassment 

(verbal or physical harassment). 
 

Those who marked “other” choices provided the following explanations: “Since access to the toilets 

were quite limited we had to limit our food eating and water drinking practices”, “we were not allowed 

to take a bath despite a lengthy custody process ““Since we were not allowed to use the toilets some of 

us had to do their toilets in their pants”, “physical violence used against their little children”, “denial of 

carrying out their religious duties”, “lack of sunlight due to lack of windows in detention" and “the

lights in detention rooms being kept open 24 hours which made their lives miserable”. 
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A13.1- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE ILL-TREATMENTS AND/OR 
TORTURES THAT VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE HAVE 

EXPERIENCED IN CUSTODY8 

 "They did not allow me to talk to my family. They did not give me my medications for heart, 
sugar and blood pressure." 

 "I was feeling very bad when I heard humiliating speeches or words uttered against me." 

 "They did not allow me to meet with a lawyer or a loved one. They took statements without a 
lawyer. They insulted me when I did not answer their questions." 

 "I was not the only one who was ill-treated. The men were robbed almost naked. Headscarves 
of ladies were taken off and were taken to the bathroom directly in front of the men and 
policemen.” 

 "I was tortured." 

 "I do not even want to remember those days." 

 "They just did not rape me (they did every torture apart from it). How can I describe the 
torture? They obtained a good physical condition report by threatening the doctor that “They 
would get him for FETO membership!" I want to live in Uganda (now). I was a special 
operations policeman for 14 years; I worked in the Southeast for 12 years. They now called 
me a 'terrorist'. What would be more torturous than that? I am trained as a counter-guerrilla 
and even educated apprentices. I will not be marginalized against the state. I will not go to the 
ground they want to draw me.” 

 "Nobody would have the literal skills to write what I had lived. 

 "Insults, threats, blackmail, swearing..." 

 "Not by the cops in charge of custody, but by policemen in civilian clothes; I was insulted and 
psychologically forced 'to confess /be an informant" 

 "I stayed in a room of 15 m2 for a week with a drug gang. I had day/nights with nightmares." 

 "35 people were kept in a room built for 15 people only." 

 "We were 5 people had to share a wooden bunk built for 3 people, 2 people had to sleep on the 
floor with blankets. The food was very poor, maybe 50 gr fresh or boxed beans. My family was 
not informed about my custody." 

 "We were 8 people put in 4 m2 area for 6 days. 

 "I was left ravening for 48 hours ... Sometimes they did not answer calls thus I could not go 
the toilet for 12 hours." 

                         
8
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not represent 
the views of the Platform. 
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 "We were 19 people in a custody room built for 5 people. We slept alternated or on foot.” 

 "They fed us with burnt chicken for 6 days. We were 20 people on the concrete floor on cold 
winter days. We got very cold.” 

 "We, 12 people, were kept in custody room built for 6 people." 

 "Even the animals in the stables were living in better condition than us." 

 "I was kept in the stables (!). I was left hungry for four days." 

 "They have not allowed us to meet with the families or anyone." 

 "The lawyer said, 'There is no mind of justice'. I defended myself. Sometimes I kept quiet, just 
kept my silence. There was no evidence, just suffering." 

 "I was detained by my colleagues. They tried to convince me to be an informant.” 

 "I cannot accept that my own people are doing these to innocent people." 

 "You are terrorists without a question because you are on the list of emergency decrees. You 
have no right to communicate. Usage of bathrooms and shower rooms are restricted. 
Interrogated in sleepy or awake." 

 "It did not happen to me, but there is even rape with a truncheon in custody." 

 "I was in the same detention room with a mother of a 6-month-old baby." 

 "I cannot accept that my own people are doing these to innocent people." 

 "Men and women had to use the same showers and toilets. The meals were once a day and 
unsavoury." 

 "Being innocently kept in that condition; if I had not been a believer, I would have committed 
suicide." 

 "There were totally unlawful intolerable and inhuman treatments." 

 "We were arrested without hearing our defence." 

 "They usually gave us half a loaf of bread, cheese and cold water. Sometimes meals were 
coming. The custody room was overcrowded. We were 6 people in a place for 2 people" 

 "There were food and water, but it was very cold, the toilets were filthy and we were allowed 
to use them on the clock." 

 "No food was served. The first two days the meals were charged to me. Then my family started 
to bring the food.” 

 "Food was bad; the treatment was bad; conditions were bad; having to lie in a cold place was 
the worst of all" 

 "I wonder one day if our rights are sought too. I do not know."  
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A14- PSYCHOLOGICAL SYMPTOMS THE SoE /THE DECREE VICTIMS 

EXPERIENCED AFTER ILL-TREATMENTS/TORTURES IN CUSTODY 

 

The prevalence of psychological 
symptoms experienced by the victims 
due to ill-treatment in custody in 
descending order as follows: They often 
feel hopelessness for the future; they 
become distant from people or feel 
alienation; disturbing scenes of what 
had happened to them frequently appear 
on their mind or haunt them in their 
dreams; they avoided to think or talk 
about incidents, people or events that 
remind them of the traumatic events 
they experienced; they have difficulty in 
sleeping or continuing to sleep; they  

have difficulty in concentrating on a subject; they have sudden outbursts of anger or sudden startles; 

they often feel excessive fear, despair or horror; they feel as if they are reliving the past traumatic 

events; They can't recollect significant parts of the traumatic events they experienced. These are all 

serious symptoms of psychological trauma that may be needed the attention of psychiatrists. 

Those who marked the 'Other' option stated that; “they do not trust people anymore”, “they live in 

constant fear”, “they get angry and tense as they try not to think what had happened”, “they hate their 

country then”. The percentage of those who received 'medical' and/or 'psychological' aids or who 

wished to get them but was not able to get any aids due to loss of social security was 54.8%.
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A15.1- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS OF 

THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE IN THE AFTERMATH OF 

ABUSES AND/OR TORTURES IN DETENTION9 

 "I could not get any help. I could not get any. I am a living dead. I breathe that is it. I am still 

isolated by the state." 

 "I was treated for excessive microorganisms in my body. I do not believe that he is a 

psychologist to treat me." 

 "I have extreme anxiety. I use drugs. I cannot breathe. I am frightened to hurt myself." 

 "I used antidepressants for a while." 

 "I used psychological medicines in prison." 

 "I use antidepressant medication under the doctor’s control." 

 "I use medication and get treatment of a psychologist." 

 "I use medication." 

 "Loss of appetite, insomnia, anxiety, nothingness..." 

 "I am trying to treat myself." 

 "I have severe depression." 

 "Persecution, persecution, persecution ..." 

  

                         
9
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not represent 
the views of the Platform. 
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A17- HOW WERE THE VICTIMS TREATED AT PUBLIC PROSECUTION 
SERVICES 

 

 
60% of the victims dispatched to the public 
prosecution services have also been questioned 
by the public prosecutors. 76.7% of those 
questioned by public prosecutors stated that 
they had a lawyer with them. However, the 
extent of how lawyers could help the victims or 
what they could do for them is quite 
questionable. To avoid duplication the 
information gathered in this section is combined 
with;”A08.3- Statements of some of the victims 
of the decrees /the SoE about their legal 
advisors during criminal investigations 
/interviews" (see p.45). 

Prosecutors sent 53% of the victims to the court 
demanding their arrests for further trials. 
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A19.1- SOME STATEMENTS OF THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE 
SOE ABOUT THEIR PROSECUTION PROCESS10 

 "The first question in the police, the prosecution service and in the judicial stage was 'Do you 
want to be a confessor /informant?” 

 "It was a painful drama. It was clear that we would be arrested before we were arrested." 

 "I stated to the prosecutor that I had 4 children to look after, I was unemployed, my youngest 
child was ill, I was innocent, I have never participated in any crime until then, but he said he 
would not let me go. As one would understand, the judgment was already set." 

 "There were 10 people in the same situation who were released straight away, yet I was 
arrested. According to what criteria I was arrested, I still do not know." 

 "There was an attitude that they could not believe whatever we said. They were prejudiced 
from the start." 

 "Unrelated questions to the putsch were asked, the labour union membership, bank accounts 
etc.” 

 "It was clear from the outset that all former prosecutors had been dismissed and the lawyers 
who could not do business on the market have been appointed in their place." 

 "In the absence of solid evidence, all questions were being asked to obtain a confession.” 

 “I have not been treated like a human being." 

 "I was treated with prejudice and complete humiliation." 

 "The prosecutor threatened me that if not to sign the statement set, the other members of my 
family would be taken in." 

 "The prosecutor put me under constant pressure to accept the charges. The lawyer appointed 
for me by the bar association just watched." 

 "The prosecutor threatened me with my family to give some 'names'." 

 "The prosecutor tried to subdue me by insulting me constantly. Whatever I said he did not 
accept, calling me a liar. He made me sign the interview statement without letting me read it." 

 "Despite the baby in my lap, the public prosecutor was speaking as rough and unscrupulous 
as possible to me. He was pressurising me by saying 'He would send me to jail and I would rot 
there' 

 "I was threatened by the prosecutor. He wanted me to be a confessor. He said 'Throw him in 
jail.” 

 “The prosecutor and the law enforcement personnel did not know why or what they were 
doing. They were processing the list sent from Ankara. I mean the party blacklists."

                         
10
  Full  texts  of  statements  can  be  reached  in  the  Turkish  version  of  the  Report.  Statements  of  victims  do  not 

represent the views of the Platform. 
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A20- TREATMENTS OF THE VICTIMS BY THE JUDGES OF THE PENAL 

COURTS 

   

Victims did not express any tendencies of satisfaction for the treatments they received in the penal 
courts. However, compared to the treatments they received at the police or public prosecution 
services they are more satisfied with penal judges. 

As the reasons of arrest; Those marked the “other" option stated the following; “attending an 
international symposium”, “false/nameless information”, “sending their children to alleged FETO 
schools”, “civil society/association membership /chairmanship”, “keeping banned books in their 
library”, “having one dollar in their valets or homes”, “being on a night duty in Ankara on the night of 
the putsch”, “False witnesses /confessors”, “slanderers who wanted to take revenge of the past," etc.
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A21.2- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE TREATMENT OF THE DECREE 

/THE SoE VICTIMS AT THE PENAL COURTS11 

 "The sentence that hurts me the most is “I hope you can prove your innocence!”. It is like a 
joke. How can you prove something that does not exist?" 

 "As the judicial process continued, I heard the place where we were going to be placed in 
prison had been already prepared. In short, everything had been pre-arranged formerly." 

 "On the wall “The Justice” was ornamented :)))" 

 "The judge did not even listen to us." 

 "The judge seemed to have made his decision already. He had an indifferent attitude to our 
statements of defence." 

 "At the court, the judge did not even ask a single the question. When I could barely ask “Why 
did he arrest me?” he said, “I know you're innocent, but I have a black-list”. He did not even 
look at my face.” 

 "The lady judge completed trials of 27 people that night in 1 hour and 10 minutes. How fast 
was that judge, wasn’t she? :)" 

 "No petitions have been responded in accordance with the law. Each response was a printed 
standard form. It is very clear that judiciary was acting on instructions!” 

 "The police, prosecutors and judges act in the same illegal style. Thus I was unjustly 
imprisoned for 8 months." 

 "They are like wall-flowers. They are given a list to their hands and makes decisions 
accordingly." 

 "It is a total comedy. The judge said the allegations made against me were not a crime, but he 
decided to arrest me." 

 "The arrest decision seemed already given. The criminal treatment was done in advance.” 

 "Indifference." 

 "I was not tried. In fact, I was not even given permission to speak. I was directly imprisoned." 

 "My trial lasted for 2 minutes. It was obvious from the beginning that I would be imprisoned."

                         
11
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not 

represent the views of the Platform. 
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A22.0- PRISONS THAT THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE SENT, 
THEIR CONDITIONS AND TREATMENTS RECEIVED 

City Names of 
Prisons that the 
Victims of the 

Decrees /the SoE 
Sent 

Participants who participated in the research stated that they were kept 
in prisons located in 43 different cities of Turkey. 50% of these 
participants stated that they were kept in bad or very bad conditions. 
Those who think that they are kept in 'fair' conditions are likely to have 
reached this preference, by considering the attitudes of some 
employees they are in close contact. This must be so, because the data 
on the following pages reveal that the victims are not institutionally 
treated fairly. This assertion can be confirmed in the statements of 
participants. For example, only 30.9% of victims can easily contact 
their lawyers while in detention. Other violation of rights of victims 
are on the following pages. 

Adana 
Adıyaman 

Afyonkarahisar 
Ankara 
Antalya 
Balıkesir 

Bitlis 
Bursa 

Çanakkale 
Çorum 

Diyarbakır 
Düzce 

Erzurum 
Eskişehir 
Gaziantep 
Giresun 
Hatay 
Isparta 
İstanbul 

İzmir 
Kahramanmaraş 

Kastamonu 
Kırıkkale 
Kırklareli 
Kırşehir 
Kocaeli 
Konya 

Kütahya 
Malatya 
Mersin 
Muğla 
Muş 

Nevşehir 
Niğde 
Ordu 

Osmaniye 
Samsun 
Şanlıurfa 

Siirt 
Sinop 
Tokat 
Van 

Zonguldak 
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All of the participants who declared that 

they could see their families 'once a 

week' are those who could see their 

families behind a glass partition. These 

visits are usually supervised with 

cameras, voice recording and prison 

guards. Open-space, face-to-face visits 

are allowed once every 2 weeks, every 

month or every two months. 

Weekly visits are generally limited to 

20-25 minutes. Open-space visits are 

usually limited to 1 hour only. Some victims stated that they are sent quite too away from their 

families so that their families could not come to visit them. Some participants stated that they were 

only allowed to see their lawyers 'under the supervision of the prison officers and/or the cameras'. 

This sort of treatments or practices should be against fundamental 'rights / freedoms of the human 

being / suspects'. Some participants stated that they had never seen a lawyer during their detention 

“because they did not have the financial means to hire a lawyer".  
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Those who stated that they 

could meet with their 

families without 

supervision; are those who 

could only see them in 

open-visits. Those who 

marked the “other" option 

are those victims who think 

they are being "snooped" by 

other tools of spying. 

Only 29.6% of victims were 

able to prepare their 

defences in prison easily. 
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A29.0- SOME STATEMENTS OF THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES / THE 
SoE ABOUT THEIR VIOLATION OF RIGHTS 

 "40 people in a room built for 10 people, 5 hours hot water per week. We could not see the 
doctors...” 

 "My interviews with my lawyer were recorded on camera." 

 "My lawyer was threatened." 

 "Some newspapers (Cumhuriyet and Yeni Asya) were not allowed in." 

 “The radio is forbidden. Our radios have been collected from us… The Koran ban continued. 
They never allowed our relatives to bring the Qur'an.” 

 “The radios are collected. We were not allowed to enter any school exams. We could not 
attend to schools we were registered." 

 "Course and educational books were prohibited." 

 "The rights granted to ordinary prisoners were ten times more than rights granted to us. Even 
our right to education has been hampered.” 

 "Religious freedoms, bed, food, TV, radio use were hindered." 

 "Quran and prayer books were not allowed. Our requests in prison were never fully and 
timely satisfied." 

 "Psychological (treatment) medicines are not provided and we are not allowed to see the 
doctors." 

 "Involvement in social activities, football, public education courses are not allowed." 

 "We could not get any answers to our petitions."  
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A29.1- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE PRISON CONDITIONS OF 

VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREES12 

 "I could not see the sun for 2 months or a book for 1 month. Even the Qur'an that my family 
brought was not given to me.” 

 "We were 30 people in a room for 10 persons. We slept 3 people in 2-person beds. The floors 
were filled with beds. We, 30 people, used the single toilet. Every 2 weeks, the family doctor 
came to the prison, we could only get medicine." 

 "It was very crowded. There were 28 people in a room for 8 persons.” 

 "I stayed in prison for 3 months. We were 36 people in a room for 8 people. I slept on the 
ground as long as I stayed there.” 

 "In a place for 7 people, 43-44 people were kept. There were only 2 toilets. I slept on the floor 
for 6 months” 

 "All of our rights were restricted in the pretext of the SoE." 

 "Prison settings turned into a place of psychological torture..." 

 "I entered the prison in good health, I was released with stomach and heart problems, and 
using antidepressant drugs." 

 "One-word; “hideousness". 

 "It is hard to be accused of being 'terrorist'. As a teacher; I did not deserve the treatments like 
'enter the queue!', 'talk!', 'do not look!', don’t be late!...". 

 "There were 32 people in the ward for 14 people. There was no place to put a foot, you could 
not breathe, no water, single toilet, bathroom disgrace, food outrageousness. One could not 
breathe in the night ...”  

 "The guards were competing for insulting us." 

 "The attitude of the guards was humiliating. Our canteen and other needs were not met as 
human beings.” 

 "I lived in fear, not knowing what our rights were. We could not use the canteen for 1 month." 

 "Someone who had a heart attack could not see a doctor for a day. Please fill in the rest of the 
blank space yourself.” 

 "While there was no reason, some of the guards were constantly shouting insults and talking 
in loud voices. The searches were disrespectful to human dignity."  

                         
12
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not 

represent the views of the Platform. 
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A30.0- ILL-TREATMENTS OF THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS IN 
PRISONS 

 

Only 25% of the victims arrested stated that they had 

been subjected to torture /ill-treatment. However, 

when the contents of the general account of the 

treatments of victims in prisons were examined, it was 

expected that these ratios should shift around. Our 

evaluation is that a large part of the victims perceived 

this question as to whether they were subjected to 

“actual heavy-handed physical violence" and gave a 

“no" answer to it. Then they were automatically 

directed to next questions on the computer system. 
 

As far as the data indications are concerned, prisoners have been subjected to severe psychological 

maltreatment techniques, rather than to actual physical violence, in a manner that would disrupt their 

“physical, mental and psychological stabilities”. Some of those who marked “Other” choice made 

following statements; “The prosecutor threatened me, 'If you do not confess, you cannot get out of 

here.", ”We did not receive any basic necessities except for meals for 9 days from the day we entered 

prison. When we wanted to buy bottled water from the canteen, we were told to drink from the tub. 

Toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, toilet paper, etc. no human needs were met for 9 days, saying 

that “This block’s canteen shopping day passed.”, “In the middle of the winter, at nights, they were 

keeping the windows open until daybreak, they were not giving water in the summer; my lungs were 

ruined, thus, I had treatment for a month and an operation."  
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A30.3– PSYCHOLOGICAL SYMPTOMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREE 
VICTIMS EXPERIENCED AFTER ILL-TREATMENTS /TORTURES IN 

PRISON 
 

 

A30.4- SYMPTOMS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL DISORDERS THE SoE /THE 
DECREE VICTIMS EXPERIENCED IN PRISON 

The charts show that the prison settings that the victims were held and ill-treatment they were 
subjected caused them have serious psychological distresses.  
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A30.5- MEDICAL AND/OR PSYCHOLOGICAL NEEDS OF VICTIMS DUE 
TO ILL-TREATMENTS OR TORTURES IN PRISONS 

 

The chart shows that 66.7% of the victims felt the need to receive medical and/or 

psychological support for ill-treatment they were subjected in prison. 

A30.6- ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS ABOUT LIFE AND LIVING 
CONDITIONS IN PRISONS THAT VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE 

HAVE EXPERIENCED13 

 "Prisons turn out of being correction places, officially, to 'the regime’s hell houses that 
would dehumanise the humans." 

 "I reached the conviction that prison officials are thinking what else to restrict for prisoners 
every day." 

 "... That place (prison) is not a state institution. Nobody should talk about social contracts or 
legal norms. I did not do what they did to me to the PKK terrorists I caught in action. I fed 
them, provided their needs. I did not see myself as a punisher. I obeyed the legal standards." 

 "I do not forgive or forget any of my violated rights." 

 "In prison, there was a single WC for 36 persons. 3 days a week, hot water was supplied for 3 
hours. In the bathroom, we had to undress, bath and dress in a total of 10 minutes." 

 "We, detainees were treated more like 'criminals'."  
                         
13  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not 
represent the views of the Platform. 
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A31.0- STATE OF THE INDICTMENTS AND/OR TRIALS OF THE VICTIMS 
OF THE SoE /THE DECREES 

It is obvious that the state 

institutions could resolve 

thousands of public sector 

personnel were terrorists or 

affiliated to terrorist 

organisations in weeks, yet 

they could not prove their 

resolutions before the courts of 

law despite the passing of 500+ 

days that they were guilty. 

Indictments or trials were not 

initiated almost 50% of the 

victims so far, yet. 
 

A31.1 SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE INDICTMENT AND/OR THE 

TRIAL PROCESSES BY THE VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE14 

 "It has been 1 year since I was taken into custody. But I still have not learned my charges. I do 
not know what my crime is." 

 "Over 1.5 years past, there is still no indictment." 

 "It has been 14 months, there is no indictment. But I am very depressed to go to police stations 
for supervision signature for 14 months every day.” 

 “My indictment has not been prepared for 15 months. There's still confidentiality order on the 
file.” 

 "Since 3.8.2016, 4 times prosecutors of the case have been changed. No indictment yet. But 
they don’t dismiss the charges. The legal system does not work." 

 "It is unclear why I was not charged for six months. The lawyer says the case file is empty." 

 "The trial started eight months later. My crime is a membership to a legal labour union." 

 "I am wondering what is going to written in the indictment about me." 

 "The whole process is built on 'be a confessor to get released." 

                         
14  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not 
represent the views of the Platform. 
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 "They are trying to create evidence." 

 "The indictment could not be prepared because there was no evidence or a crime." 

 "The indictment was prepared like “vilification” paper." 

 "The indictment is not prepared; the judicial inquiry has been on hold for months like 
Damocles’ sword." 

 "The indictment will be funny." 

 "The indictment is completely inconsistent and consists of absurd slander. Indictments are 
prepared for everyone in the same way of “cut/copy and paste“ 

 "The indictment had absolutely nothing to do with me. And the process took too long." 

 "I look forward to the indictment." 

 "I still do not know who indicted me." 

 "Comedy." 

 "We play theatre in the court." 

 "The trial is a formality. They never listen to you." 

 "Prosecutors cannot write indictments because there is no crime. For this reason, many 
innocents are kept in prisons to get them into despair, for either confession or smear on 
someone." 

 "The prosecutor has delivered a haphazard indictment. He could not provide any evidence. I 
guess he's acting on instructions." 

 "Membership of a labour union and my bank account were presented as evidence of Terrorist 
Membership." 

 "The incitement was extremely absurd, sloppy and ruthlessly arranged in a manner contrary 
to law." 

 "The confidentiality order on the case file made us very nervous." 

 "The case is entirely illegal but political." 

 "It has been about 14 months. But I'm still investigated. In addition, my devices such as my 
phone and external HDD were not returned to me yet." 

 "Judgment /Justice? What does it mean? The judge listens to the lawyers and the defendants 
without break, and he returns to the clerk and says, 'Okay, copy and paste our decision!' 

 "Membership to a legally-established labour union, having a bank account in a legally 
functioning bank in state guarantee, books from a few publishing houses, and being on the 
phone with the head of a crams school were evidence of my crime."  
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A32.0- PROBLEMS THE VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREE SUFFERED 
AFTER LOSING THEIR JOBS /TAKEN INTO CUSTODY /PRISON 

 

It can be seen from the chart above that the victims of the SoE /the decrees experienced deep 

economic, social and health problems. At the top of the difficulties faced is economic (97.1%), 

followed by unemployment, social exclusion, and disintegration of social networks. 

 
A32.0- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE PROBLEMS OF THE VICTIMS 

OF THE DECREES /THE SoE HAD TO COPE WITH15 

 "My husband died while in prison." 

 “I tried to commit suicide because of allegations of 'traitor', 'terrorist', and I did not do 
anything to deserve that. I have not got even a formal warning in my life. I hold onto life 
because I have little children and they need me. 

 "Severely affected by these incidents, my older daughter born in 2002 committed suicide on 
24 October 2016. According to what we heard she was mocked by her peers. My daughter’s 
school was the same school I used to work at." 

 "Could not take the pressure and my husband died." 

 "I lost my trust in justice." 

                         
15  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not 
represent the views of the Platform. 
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 "I had nervous breakdown twice." 

 "Family disputes, extreme nervousness and stress in my partner." 

 "My family is not divided for now, but there are always conflicts." 

 "As a family, our psychology is broken. We live in conflict with my 14-year-old daughter.” 

 "Due to distress, I have got diabetes and hypertension. We are very sad as a family and have 
not found a logical explanation of what had happened." 

 "Our parents are constantly blaming us and we have arguments when we come together." 

 "I have been insulted by my relatives." 

 "I learned that my relatives never actually existed." 

 "I learned what kinds of people my relatives are." 

 "Relatives stopped even greetings." 

 "My mother passed away from grief." 

 "My dad became ill due to stress, and he had to get intensive-care treatment." 

 "I had to move to another city." 

 "I lost my baby." 

 "I have insomnia, anxiety, and nervousness due to uncertainty." 

 "I realised that I was deceived by religion for many years. I am officially enlightened." 

 "My children had a serious trauma; we had to cease our own home and move to our parent’s 
house." 

 "We are having serious psychological traumas along with our children." 

 "Only two months left to finish my PhD education it was cut in the middle, uncompleted." 

 "Depression, psychological trauma." 

 “I lost confidence in the state, in the justice and in the nation." 

 "My partner was put in prison for 2.5 months, even though he was a fourth-stage brain 
tumour patient." 

 "My husband is in detention. I am trying both to be a mother and a father for my children.” 

 "My husband’s health is completely wrecked. He got 91% continuous disability report due to 
mood disorder." 

 "Furniture of our home is in a depot now. My wife, children and I are living with my parents." 
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 "I had to disband my house; because I do not have means to pay rent." 

 "I had to move my house." 

 "I was going to marry, but I have to postpone the wedding." 

 "My freedom of travel was restricted by not giving a new passport due to secret orders." 

 “I could not go to the pilgrimage because my passport was cancelled." 

 "It's like life is over. My love of life is depleted." 

 “I do not remember being so humiliated in my life." 

 "Slanders, slanders." 

 "My trust in people is shaken." 

 "I come closer to that thin line of committing suicide every day." 

 "I attempted suicide." 

 "I had to have 2 operations due to torture." 

 "I could not get my daughter treated." 

 "Spiritual collapse." 

 "My life is completely ruined." 

 "My passport was cancelled, so we lost the possibility of finding a job abroad." 

 "Having psychological problems /depression all day long." 

 "Having psychological disorders." 

 "I lost my baby, I got 'Meniere'." 

 "I have psychological problems. I am a living dead. I lost my grip on life. I do not think I will 
get better even if I return to work.” 

 "I have a psychological trauma." 

 "Travel restriction" 

 "We were abandoned to civil death." 

 "Social death" 

 "We were exposed to the social holocaust. Our children's mental health has deteriorated." 

 "Thank goodness we are still alive; I am amazed how we survived." 
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 "I was harassed" 

 "Harassments. Insults." 

 "We had to move" 

 "Treated like a terrorist ..." 

 "We have been discredited by the community." 

 "Concern about being seen as a terrorist in society, psychological pressure and lynching." 

 "I was excluded from society. I was treated as if I had leprosy. My children and my wife had 
psychological problems.” 

 "Social exclusion, exceeding psychological problems, exhaustion from life, distance from 
people, lack of enthusiasm, etc.. …. never ends." 

 "Despair, social isolation, loneliness, psychological depression, suicide desire..." 

 "Treated like smitten with the plague” 

 "I was alienated." 

 "Solitude" 

 "The summary of things we experienced; ‘Our children and we have no right to life'." 

 "I had to sell my house, which I had been struggling to buy for years." 

 "I got a job overseas but could not work as my passport was seized and cancelled." 

 "I found a scholarship abroad but could not travel there." 

 “I already lived abroad. Yet, now I cannot even get a copy of the identity card. Even the 
notary service is not provided to me.” 

A32.1- EFFECTS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE VICTIMISATIONS ON TO 
THE BREAK UP OF THE FAMILY UNIONS OF THE VICTIMS 

All of the participants, who marked the 'family break-up' option, asked whether the SoE /the decree 

victimisation process had affected the break-up of their family union; 100% replied “Yes". 

In short, the SoE practices have created and continue to create social traumas that are as profound as 

shattering families that are fundamental to a buoyant social structure. 
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A33- PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS THE VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE 
DECREE SUFFERED AFTER LOSING THEIR JOBS /TAKEN INTO 

CUSTODY/PRISON 

 

Approximately 50% of 
the victims have been 
adversely affected 
medically and/or 
psychologically by the 
economic and social 
problems they themselves 
and/or their relatives have 
experienced. It seems that 
the affected victims 
received or wished to seek 
medical and/or 
psychological support 
within their means. The 
statements in the 
following pages reveal 
that the SoE /the decrees 

did not only traumatize their direct victims but also traumatised their relatives creating a social burden 
on them that is too heavy to bear. 

In fact those who declared that they did not need any treatment may actually in need attention too. 
Because most of the time, patients do not have the skills to diagnose themselves. 
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A33- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAUMA, THE 

VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE EXPERIENCED AFTER 

THEIR VICTIMISATIONS16 

 "Our life has become upside down." 

 "My family ties are broken." 

 "I want to get my family abroad. But they cannot get out." 

 "Believing in God holds me up, I keep praying, but I have no patience left." 

 "It cannot be explained, experienced only." 

 "Only I know what I went through." 

 "I have become an abnormal person." 

 "I do not want to go to mosques anymore. I feel disgusted by Muslims. Concepts like the 
homeland, flag do not mean anything to me.” 

 "I do not think about tomorrow anymore, I understood that no one can be trusted." 

 "I became an overly nervous a person. I broke hearts of my children very much." 

 "I did not know what a nervous breakdown was until this age, but I had this problem many 
times." 

 "I am expecting this persecution to end." 

 “I'm depressed." 

 "Skin diseases have begun to develop." 

 "I'm tired of telling the children no /not-available, I'm crushed for not getting their needs ..." 

 "The problems of my children and the problems of my partner have increased, but they are 
enduring." 

 "I lost confidence in religious people.” 

 "I am not in the social life." 

 "My child still lives in a psychological trauma after my partner died in prison." 

 "I live for my wife; the meaning of life does not exist for me." 

 "I have no hope for the future." 

                         
16
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not 

represent the views of the Platform. 
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 "I am still living in fear of apprehension." 

 "After being taken into custody, I started to stammer when I was excited." 

 "My feelings of trust and love have diminished." 

 "I had the problem of not being able to sleep when I thought I was unjustly treated." 

 "My dreams are stolen. The children are very badly affected.” 

 "I learned to live with all kinds of stress." 

 "I started to suspect everything and everybody." 

 "Nobody greets me due to the slander." 

 "My faith is over." 

 "My views have changed against religious people. I disgust most of them.” 

 "I have no confidence in people." 

 "I lost my compassion and compassion for people." 

 "I will commit suicide." 

 "I will commit suicide. My letter is ready. I just think about my wife. But I will commit suicide 
very soon." 

 "I had a heart attack and my heart stopped 5 times. I still have to work." 

 "I felt myself in the void." 

 "I begged God for death, but my children always prevented me." 

 "Feelings of anger and injustice." 

 "I did not plan, but in the first place, I thought about committing suicide. But I decided to 
survive for my wife and my daughter. 

 "I get psychiatric treatment, I use medication." 

 "I have psychological problems, my joints and my arm muscles are constantly aching and I 
cannot get a diagnosis, I am depressed from unemployment and poverty." 

 "I am a civil-dead. I would commit suicide if it were not for my family and belief...” 

 "There is no such thing left as social environment, only children." 

 "I have constant crying crises for a year now. I am neither with my wife nor at home." 

 "I've lived on a constant anxiety and in fear of arrest." 
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 "Continuous psychological depression, stress, suffering." 

 "Constant anxiety, the fear of the males and the worse." 

 "My only job is to get rid of the trauma I was pushed in" 

 "I have incredible hatred against religious people and political Islamists. I mean: If they are 
Muslims, I am not a Muslim ...” 

 "I have no faith in justice in my country ... I have no faith it will improve." 

 "I lost my sense of belonging to the country." 

 "Insomnia, hallucinations and every night, in sleep, seeing yourself defending yourself in 
courtrooms." 

 "Insomnia has begun; I have developed distrust to people and the state." 

 "Insomnia, intense headaches." 

 "Insomnia, plunging into dreams." 

 "Sleeping is difficult, I wake up constantly." 

 "I cannot sleep, I am always tired. No fire is left in my old hearts” 

 "I have had a serious loss of appetite for a long time, so I have lost weight." 

 "I have headaches for a long time and they don’t stop whatever I do. I had problems sleeping 
and maintaining. I could not sleep at night. I had stomach cramps, nausea and vomiting. 
Sometimes I felt very helpless and thought of ending my life." 

 "When I was alone and at nights I have nervous breakdowns and crying crises." 

 "I can tell the situation I am in; there is no one in my social environment to understand me." 

 "I lost my joy of life." 

 "After leaving abroad, I have been separated from my two children for four months. The 
chances of not being able to bring them to the country I was in made me crazy. I learned what 
death sicknesses mean in that period.” 

 “Silence of people to persecutions is disturbing me. The cowardice of people in the face of 
grave injustices is troubling me too.”  
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A35- HOW RELATIONSHIPS OF VICTIMS WITH THEIR FAMILY AND/OR 
SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT HAVE CHANGED AFTER THEIR 

VICTIMIZATIONS 

 

When the negative effects of the SoE on 
families are examined, it is seen that on 
average one of three families had a 
negative effect on their relationships. The 
SoE had a negative impact on 
'interpersonal relations' of families by 
36.4%. One of the reflections of these 
negative effects is on 'divorces'; all of 
those who declared divorce during the SoE 
period stated that the SoE had an impact 
on their divorces (100%). The SoE has 
also negatively affected the victims' 
relationships with their children, parents, 
dependents and the siblings. 
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In the context of the data collected it can be said that the relationships of the victims with their 'family' 

and 'close relatives' in the SoE is negatively and considerably affected. However, the changes in the 

relationship of the victims with their 'neighbours' and 'friends' seem like a tragedy. The charts above 

show that victims almost lost 70% of their neighbours and/or 85% of their friends or they became 

quite distant or abusive to them for a number of reasons. 

Sudden changes of 'social distances', 'othering', 'exclusion', labelling, 'oppression', ‘offensive 

attitudes’ or behaviours seem greatly hindered the ability of the victims to cope with the other 

burdens of victimisation of the SoE. This situation may explain why there are reports of significant 

volumes of family tensions, divorce cases, suicide cases, unexpected deaths, recurrent illnesses, 

additional medical and psychological problems among the victims and their families. 

The accounts of how sudden changes of attitudes against victims of the decrees /the SoE by the 

society after their victimization occurred and how they were affected by these changes is in the next 

section. 
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A35.8- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE CHANGES OF ATTITUDES 

AGAINST VICTIMS OF THE DECREES /THE SoE BY THE SOCIETY 

AFTER VICTIMIZATIONS17 

 People around me exhibited an attitude like “The serpent that does not touch me may live a 
thousand years" or “He must have committed a crime otherwise he would not be purged". 
They did not even call me for words of comfort." 

 "No one called except for one or two people." 

 "I have three siblings after the victimisation one has totally moved away from me. Our close 
friends have completely gone away, they do not even call." 

 "Two of my brothers rejected the brotherhood. I left the place where I lived. The number of 
friends who call has diminished.” 

 "I had 2000 names in my phone book. It is now down to 5 people." 

 "We are afraid that the same things will happen again. We are emotionally depressed as a 
family." 

 "My colleagues except for 3 friends completely cut off the connection." 

 "I had to change 2 houses in 6 months. When I found a rented house and told the landlord that 
I was purged he did not rent his house. Neighbours stopped talking. Business owners cannot 
employ us from fear. In short, this must be to die while you are alive, to feel the pain of death." 

 "I was excommunicated. My neighbour is terrified. Some friends cut the relationship. My 2 
friends are supportive. Family support is full.” 

 "We have tried to support each other as a family. My wife's family also supported us. The 
neighbours are unable to support us in fear of something worse may happen to them too." 

 "I do not have any problems with family and relatives. But I'm not seeing anyone else around 
old work/school friends. So they never call and ask.” 

 "Everyone except the family and a few friends turned away." 

 "Even our families looked at us as guilty, and our relationships were broken, we had big 
quarrels every time we meet." 

 "My parents occasionally blamed me especially my father and brothers. I did not deserve 
this." 

 "My family supported me, but my friends did not stay around." 

                         
17
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not 

represent the views of the Platform. 
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 "My family has always supported me materially and emotionally, but there are others who do 
not even salute." 

 "My parents did not turn their backs on me and this improved the attachments between us. My 
friends turned their backs on me. Friends have changed completely.” 

 "My family has protected us. But the neighbours and the business environment, suddenly 
disappeared.” 

 "I was excluded from the family.” 

 "People outside my family looked at me like a criminal, they said if you had not committed a 
crime you would not be purged." 

 "No calling because of the fear that they could be arrested or get fired too." 

 "I was completely excluded by people I knew as friends." 

 "The circle of friends suddenly clogged and there is only one person calling.” 

 "Nobody called for months. People do not want to contact us. Our neighbours did not say hi. 
My friends around me were arrested one by one. I experienced a complete lynch in both 
social and cyber worlds. Nobody gave a job. I also stopped looking for work." 

 "My father had a heart attack and had an operation." 

 “My father has pushed me off the house saying 'Why did you come scumbag!" 

 I think I'm a poltergeist" 

 "The people around me saw me as a traitor. Only my family remained by my side, and I have 
had tremendous financial problems. Nobody gave me a job." 

 "They have begun to see me a traitor." 

 "Many former colleagues did not want to talk to me." 

 "They do not want to see us. My customers do not shop.” 

 "The people around me were afraid of communicating with me. I am isolated.” 

 "Everyone in our community has declared us traitors." 

 "I am very lonely. I feel like the burden of the earth is loaded on me.” 

 "It was a very difficult process. I learned how hypocritical people are.” 

 I saw leprosy treatment.” 

 "I think I'm a leper..." 
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 "We are worthless ..." 

 

 "I had very bad days. Suicide was the best solution, but I did not want to go to eternal hell." 

 "Exclusion, unreasonable accusation, ignorance..." 

 "My world has been destroyed, my lord." 

 "Even the most intimate friends do not see us." 

 "The society has directly declared us terrorist." 

 "I had to live separately from my wife for a while. My wife and daughter have always blamed 
me. I do not think I need to tell the rest.” 

 "My wife left me." 

 "I do not have any old friends." 

 "I have no one but my parents and siblings." 

 "We cannot trust anyone except the household." 

 "In general people do not want to talk due to fear." 

 "I have had the opportunity to see my true friends and relatives." 

 "Everyone is afraid of me. No one calls unless they have to.” 

 "My wife was pregnant. We lost our child when she was purged." 

 "Everybody has treated me as if I was a terrorist." 

 "Everyone is aware of the injustice, but they do not care because it is not happening to them." 

 "I feel I am a horrible and outcast person. People do not respect me." 

 "People keep away from me so that they do not get harmed..." 

 "My beliefs, my values, my expectations have changed. My trust in humanity was shaken.” 

 Communications is completely cut off for the fear that they will be harmed too. Years of 
friendships are over.” 

 "People do not want to talk to us. They even hesitate to say hi.” 

 "I could not find a job. My girlfriend left. I do not see my family. I am desperate." 

 "We still have a lot of problems in our workplace and it is still going on. The first time they 
acted like we did the coup. Now I have some softening.” 
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 "I miss my students. My psychology is shattered." 

 

 "People are prejudiced, 'there must be a crime' reasoning is dominant." 

 "We were marginalized." 

 "We were declared guilty in advance." 

 "They do not believe that I am innocent. They believe the media not me." 

 "In one sentence: Social exclusion." 

 "I have been accused of being a terrorist and being a traitor." 

 "I was treated like a terrorist." 

 "I am being detached from society ... I live like a caveman ..." 

 "I do not have any hope." 

 "I regret seeing people trying to stay away." 

 "Everyone has gone away." 

 "They ignore my existence and continue to live." 

 "I was declared a traitor, but I was protesting the coup at the airport." 

 "I was declared a traitor. I am completely destroyed. They behave me as if I don’t exist.” 

 "Like a plague, like a dead man, as if we did not exist." 

 "Everyone has begun to flee like I am plagued.” 

 "I see myself being treated as plagued." 

 “I am living dead." 

 "I heard that they say “if they were not guilty, they would not be dismissed, who knows what 
they have done to deserve it”..." 

 "I did not feel a superfluous abnormal behaviour, but I heard that they were talking behind 
us." 

 "Everybody has fear, uncertainty and insecurity.” 

 "Tough times..."  
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A36- WHAT THE SoE /THE DECREE VICTIMS DO FOR LIVING AFTER 
LOSING THEIR JOBS 

 

Only 8.7% of the victims found a job with social security. The rest are either unemployed or have to 

find other means to survive. Those who selected "other" options stated the following works, jobs or 

status “pensioner, farmer, animal husbandry, beekeeping, horticulture, porterage, construction 

worker, handicraft, interpreter, work without social security, childcare, cleaning work, cashier, 

bakery, car trading, secret client, charity donations etc. Some of the victims who were able to go 

abroad went abroad, some of them did not return to Turkey. Some of them sought asylum. 

It is clear from the statements that some of the victims of the SoE /the decree are forced to do the 

work of porterage, peddling, uninsured works/jobs, and even receiving charity donations. It is 

obvious that they are really sentenced to a “civilian death" or “eating tree barks" if they are to survive. 

It is also noteworthy that Turkey’s 'supposed to be “Pious Muslims /Conservatives” are insensitive 

even deaf or blind to the cries of the SoE victims’ call for help while they can hear/see the 

voices/agonies of their Muslim brothers in Asia, in Africa, in Europe paradoxically. 
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A37.0- HOW THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS EVALUATE THE 

TREATMENTS THEY WERE SUBJECTED BY THE STATE 

 

Almost all of the victims consider the treatments they have received from the state as “totally baseless 

persecution" which has no legal or reasonable base. Even those who chose “I deserve the ill-treatment 

I got'” actually use irony meaning, “no success should be left unpunished in Turkey (!)". As it will be 

seen in the following statements of victims that most of them are actually self-sacrificing, diligent, 

honest, motivated, peaceful, and peace-loving people. They are obviously not the kind of people that 

are violent or have criminal predispositions. They display completely opposite behaviour compared 

to what is portrayed in media or in the government’s propaganda.  
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A37.0- OTHER EXPLANATIONS ABOUT HOW THE DECREE /THE SoE 

VICTIMS EVALUATE THE TREATMENTS THEY GOT FROM THE STATE18 

 “There were colleagues who used to call me a ‘donkey’ at work, I would charge my phone at 
home and I used to get a spare battery not to use electricity of the state institution that I 
worked for. While others were lying on their back, I would find a task to do it myself...” 

 "I think I am worthy of the treatment I was subjected because I had the opportunity to leave 
the country years ago. If I could go back in time; I would migrate to a 'Muslim' country like 
Sweden, Denmark, Australia or Canada (!)." 

 “My wife and I have worked hard not violate rights of anyone. But destiny...” 

 “I never betrayed the country or anyone. I had not become the man of anyone." 

 “We are subjected to genocide by the state. What was done exceeds alienation, injustice and 
persecution." 

 “I have worked hard to make my students better educated.” 

 “I have tried to teach the children of this country for many years, I have tried for the future of 
the country, and I have finally learned that this will not go unpunished.” 

 “I was punished for being opposed to corruption.” 

 “No success can be left unpunished in this country.” 

 “I did nothing to be considered a crime. I do not even have a traffic ticket.” 

 “Such a great tyranny has not been seen in history.” 

 “The question is whether I am a citizen of this state.” 

 “This persecution is governed by a criminal organization that is in the state, not by the state.” 

 “I was betrayed by my state.” 

 “I have done my job professionally and deservedly without any questioning. I got my job by 
passing the exams...” 

 “I understand that I was not a citizen of this country." 

 “The state created the labour union itself. It paid its own share of the fee every 3 months. But 
I and my children are punished.” 

 “The state never cared for us." 

 “I completely lost my respect for the state and the nation." 

 “I have no trust in the state and the justice." 

 “I have always been a good citizen of the country during my 17 years of teaching. 

                         
18
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not 

represent the views of the Platform. 
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 “I did not deserve to be treated like a 'terrorist’.” 

 “I feel overwhelmed by a 20-ton bulldozer cylinder, I feel excluded by my state.” 

 “They gave me nearly 50 achievement certificates. But at the moment I am being tried for 
treason. Tragicomic.” 

 “Justice is just a party’s name. Loyalty is a district’s name. Religion is a big lie.” 

 “I try to protect mental health. Everything is so absurd ... We live in medieval times in 2017. 
My hopes for my country are getting worse every day.” 

 “Those who do this to me are the traitors of the homeland.” 

 “I am never a terrorist; even making this statement hurts me. Whatever I did in the past I 
would do the same now.” 

 “I did not do anything to deserve this. I trusted the law and the justice of this country, but now 
I do not trust them. This sense of insecurity led me to despair.” 

 “I would not even dream that the state might be so cruel. But I lived what was not even in my 
nightmares.” 

 “I did not deserve this treatment.” 

 “A state cannot be so cruel to its own people.” 

 “I think how a state can be so cruel to its own citizen. But I cannot find the answer.” 

 “I do not think a state can act unfairly to its own citizens. I do not attach these structures to the 
state. This is only the outsider of their own hatreds.” 

 “There is no word in the world to describe such a cruelty.” 

 “I have no expectation of this world,” 

 “This is a slaughter.” 

 “I felt I was not a citizen of this state. I felt that even the most basic human rights were 
eliminated altogether.” 

 “The state persecuted innocent people.” 

 “The state does not set a trap for its citizens.” 

 “The concepts of the flag, country, and nation do not mean anything to me anymore.” 

 “My confidence in the state is over. I am anxious about my life, property and security.” 

 “I have no confidence in the law.” 

 “I do not understand what the state is doing to us.” 

 “My faith in religious people is completely over.” 

 “I think that religious people are unreliable." 

 “If I had the opportunity, I would leave the country directly.” 

 “I tried to do my job best. I absolutely and certainly do not deserve this treatment and 
accusations.” 
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 “Righteousness, conscience, justice is completely finished.” 

 “I do not accept any of these accusations.” 

 “I am living in a tyranny I do not deserve.” 

 “Unjust and unfair.” 

 “I have not committed any crime. I am persecuted by the gang who infiltrated the state.” 

 “I do not want my children to live in a country that does not have the law.” 

 “I have had severe psychological problems and I do not want to live. The only solution is to 
die.” 

 “If I have the opportunity, I will take my children to another country. My country is no longer 
acquainted to me.” 

 “All the values I believe are destroyed; religion, friendship, etc.” 

 “I lost my belief in humanity.” 

 “I feel like a tree ripped off from its roots." 

 “Some people make wrong decisions for their own interests. My country and humanity are 
paying for them.” 

 “Nobody deserved it. I did not deserve it either.” 

 “I cannot trust anyone and I do not say clearly what I think to anyone.” 

 “I am angry and angry and angry and angry. There is no word to describe the level of 
emotions.” 

 “Victimisation, injustice, exclusion and helplessness.” 

 “I want to die, and I cannot stand the injustice." 

 “This should not have been the end of my thirty years of teaching.” 

 “I feel like a child in a war.” 

 “I cannot go out on the street. I fear of being kidnapped and arrested at any moment.” 

 “I do not feel ashamed since I am not guilty but I just look at me and feel sorry for it.” 

 “I do not lose my hope and I do not lose my belief that this persecution will end someday.” 

 “I am sorry for all the victims.” 

 “I love my country very much, but my trust in people and the state have gone.” 

 “I see leper or terrorist treatment.” 

 “Destruction and exclusion. I'm like a fool trumped by politicians.” 

 “I cannot say anything other than the persecution.” 

 “There is no explanation of persecution.”.  
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A38.0- HOW THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS EVALUATE THE 
TREATMENT THEY WERE SUBJECTED BY THE SOCIETY 

 

 

The majority the victims consider the treatments they have received from the society as “totally 

baseless unjust and cruel" which has no ethical or reasonable bases. Even those who chose “I deserve 

the mistreatment I got'” actually use irony, meaning that “It should have been the worth of their 

contribution to society as a whole". As it will be seen in the following statements that most victims 

are actually altruistic, diligent, honest, motivated, peaceful, and peace-loving people; they are 

obviously not the kind of people that would mean or intend to hurt anyone. They display completely 

different behaviour from what is portrayed in the media or government propaganda. Nevertheless, 

there are considerable numbers of people in the country who believe this propaganda and act on it 

without questioning.  
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A38.1- SOME STATEMENTS OF HOW THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS 
EVALUATE THE TREATMENTS THEY GOT FROM THE SOCIETY19 

 "We made every kind of sacrifice for the community. But it meant nothing.” 

 “I'm all angry. I was an altruistic person. However, when I needed them, they did not make 
help me. I became resentful and angry with them. I have reduced my connection with them.” 

 “None of them have inherited humanity." 

 “My family was always there. My friends were scared and unscrupulous. I will never forgive 
them.” 

 “My family is partly supportive. However, even friends who have been very close have never 
phoned. They are changing their way to avoid me. What a pity. They should not die before 
living what I had lived...” 

 “I saw how people can change for worldly benefits." 

 “The bloodline was not enough to be close." 

 “When it comes to own interests, I see that humanity is over." 

 “They say: “Why does the state persecute you if you are not guilty, why do not they touch 
us?” 

 “It did not bring. It has kept its interest ahead.” 

 “Fear is prevalent in society. The society remain silent until their own interests are harmed.” 

 “Relatives have kept away from me.” 

 “I do not trust anyone anymore.” 

 “I am no longer a Muslim.” 

 “In fact, no friends have ever existed.” 

 “I am not a leper.” 

 “I am not a traitor.” 

 “I feel terrible, things will not improve.” 

 “They do not even want to talk to us.” 

 “Such a great tyranny has not been seen in history.” 

                         
19
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not 

represent the views of the Platform. 
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 “What have I done to deserve this?” 

 “I did not deserve this.” 

 “I have to survive for my children. Nothing else matters anymore.” 

 “Devalued.” 

 “I was stigmatized as terrorist while I had been a citizen who loved the country and the 
nation” 

 “I have suicide tendency after exclusion, slander, loneliness...” 

 “We have been isolated.” 

 “We divide our friends into two. Before July 15th, after July 15th.” 

 “The world is senseless and insecure.” 

 “My dreams and hopes for the future are gone, they are all destroyed. I do not trust people 
and I do not like people anymore.” 

 “I saw how few true friends there were.” 

 “I do not trust anybody anymore.” 

 “I even thought of suicide because I was declared a traitor.” 

 “I am looking for excuses to stay alive.” 

 “I think I have never had any friends.” 

 “No friends left.” 

 “I do not trust anyone.” 

 “I did not want to see any relatives or acquaintances. “I feel prejudiced.” 

 “I am prejudiced by all those who support the government.” 

 “They are acting hypocritically.” 

 “I would commit suicide if I was not a faithful person.” 

 “I do not trust people; I do not have any love for anyone.” 

 “My confidence in people is over.” 

 “I saw the real face of people.” 

 “Disgusted with the hypocrisy of people." 

 “I feel alone and lonely.” 
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 “I cannot express myself, I am lost, and I have lost faith in the country.” 

 “Nobody is calling, and I am declared guilty in a day.” 

 “It is very difficult to be oppressed.” 

 “Islam is in the heavens, I think!” 

 “I want to die.” 

 “I am dead.” 

 “No greetings. Despised like the Jews of the 1940s in Germany.” 

 “I'm struggling to survive like a fish out of water.” 

 “A complete disaster, chaos, injustice, persecution.” 

 “Totally unfair and illegal practice. And it certainly will not stay that way.” 

 “Totally unfair and cruel.” 

 “This is the first time I've ever felt abandoned.” 

 “I am deeply frustrated with society.” 

 “I am angry at the insensitivity of society, have done nothing wrong,” 

 I saw how ignorant society is.” 

 “I have seen once again that the majority of society is conformist and stupid.” 

 “I am angry at the insensitivity of society, have done nothing wrong,” 

 “I saw how ignorant society is." 

 “I lost all my friends.” 

 “I want to leave the country.” 

 “I do not think I will ever want to see another of my relatives again.” 

 “There is no one to help you. Relatives, friends nobody is communicating.” 

 “I am alone, I am left alone.” 

 “I was condemned to loneliness.” 

 “I have no expectation of a lifetime of happiness.” 
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A39- WHAT THE VICTIMS OF THE SoE /THE DECREES SUFFERED 

MOST IN THE SoE PERIOD 

 
 

The three most frequent problems for the victims are “financial problems”, “disappearance of 

friends” and “unemployment”. The answers to this question are in line with the answers to the 

question coded A32.0 “Problems the victims of the SoE /the decree suffered after losing their jobs 

/taken into custody /prison". Responses clearly show that victims are severely depressed in financial 

terms, isolation from their social environment, and experiencing physical and/or mental health 

problems. 

 
  



Rights and Justice Platform www.hakveadalet.org 

96 
 

A39- SOME STATEMENTS OF WHAT THE DECREE /THE SoE VICTIMS 

SUFFERED MOST IN THE SoE20 

 “668 babies in prison hurt me a lot. Women in postpartum period, severely ill people have 
been arrested unjustly, even if they are supposed to be criminals that malice is unacceptable. 
I have felt their pain in my inner world ...” 

 “Absence of justice." 

 “Turkish nation did not support us. They have destroyed my feelings for the nation.” 

 “My faith in God has come to an end." 

 “Lawyers do not want to look at the file, civil society and politics are hypocritical." 

 “I hated dishonest rulers of the state." 

 “I feel excluded. I have suffered tremendous material and spiritual difficulties.” 

 “My belief in law was destroyed the most. I saw myself as a non-state citizen. I am not a 
terrorist…” 

 “The absence of my husband ruined me the most." 

 “Future concerns." 

 “Lawlessness." 

 “Difficulty of unresponsiveness to unlawfulness." 

 “Losing the reputation." 

 “I do not have a daughter anymore." 

 “The difficulty of sitting at home as a teacher in love with his profession. Every lesson bell 
resonates in my ears.” 

 “Not having students." 

 “I cannot attend academic studies abroad due to the cancellation of my passport." 

 “It hurts to see the people I love in jail." 

 “Social pressure." 

 “Social exclusion."  

                         
20
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not 

represent the views of the Platform. 
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A40- IMPACTS OF THE SoE VICTIMIZATIONS ON PERSONALITIES 

AND/OR PSYCHOLOGIES OF THE VICTIMS 

 

 

Suffering experienced by victims in the SoE seem to have created serious trauma in the following 

areas; 'trust to the people of the country', ‘justice system’ and 'the state'. It is evident in the statements 

and qualitative data of the research that the traumas created by the victimisation of the SoE will not be 

easily erased from their memories or personality. Moreover, infant deaths, suicides, sudden 

/unexpected deaths of relatives, deterioration of family ties, loneliness, helplessness, etc. due to the 

stresses experienced during the SoE may not be easily overcome by psychological approaches. The 

treatment of the wounds that have been inflicted in such a way may not be easily eradicated in the 

minds and spirits of the victims.  



Rights and Justice Platform www.hakveadalet.org 

99 
 

 

A40- SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE IMPACTS OF THE SoE 

VICTIMISATIONS ON THE PERSONALITIES AND/OR PSYCHOLOGIES 

OF VICTIMS21 

 "I have lost my feelings of pity. Especially against the people, I think they deserve. I feel so 
cold, numb.” 

 “My value judgments have changed 180 degrees. This is shocking." 

 “I understand that religion is just a tool to grasp political power." 

 “I am afraid to lose my faith, I’m obsessed with thinking that instead of being one of the 
Islamists, I would rather leave the religion..." 

 “I lost my confidence in the future and in Muslims." 

 “Two days after 15 July, I got married. I was neither able to enjoy the happiness of my 
marriage nor birth of my baby. Financial problems, polarization politics took away my 
career, life, dreams and hopes. My school and students were all taken away. I cannot tell 
things I lived. While writing, I cry, feel sad for those who are innocent but framed people. And 
I had to raise my baby with financial impossibilities without her father. This tyranny should 
end...” 

 “I have no belief in justice except divine justice. There is no meaning of trying to be a good 
person in this country.” 

 “I lost my faith in people. I was a humanist person before, but now I have hatred and lost my 
love.” 

 “I became free, I am fearless now." 

 “I lost my love of life." 

 “How can I have a psychology when I am treated more wicked than the people I condemned 
as 'terrorists'." 

 “My love is over for the country or nation. There is nothing I give a rap. I hate the rulers and 
those who do not speak up. I leave the rest to Allah.” 

 “I want to go to a place where there are no Turks." 

 “I do not want to live in this country. They should deport me I would like to be stateless.” 

 “I want to leave the country when the travel ban is lifted."  

                         
21
  Full texts of statements can be reached in the Turkish version of the Report. Statements of victims do not 

represent the views of the Platform. 
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PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS ABOUT 
THE STATE OF EMERGENCY 

POLICIES AND PRACTICES OF 
THE GOVERNMENT 
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INTRODUCTION 

 In this section of the survey, public perceptions about the emergency state policies and/or 

practices of the government were measured by Likert style questions in five-point scales. 

 All analyses are carried out in three different categories comparatively 

 Victims of the SoE or the Emergency Decrees 
 Relatives of Victims of the SoE or the Decrees 
 Non-Directly Victimised Individuals by the SoE 

None of the questions in this section was hypothetical. All statements in this section were 

based on actual government policies or practices that were truly implemented overtly or covertly. 

Moreover, almost all expressions were based on government rhetoric in case that the researchers 

were accused of allying with or using terrorist propaganda. All participants were asked whether they 

“agree or not” /”endorse or not” /”believe or not” the following 96 Likert style statements. 

41.01- The military personnel (OFFICERS) who were charged with coup attempt and put in prison 
were all PUTSCHISTS 

41.02- The military personnel (OFFICERS) who were labelled as members of the terrorist 
organisation by the SoE decrees were all TERRORISTS 

41.03- It is fair to TORTURE /mistreat SOLDIERS and/or POLICEMEN who were allegedly 
involved in the coup attempt 

41.04- All military school CADETS who were charged with coup attempt and imprisoned were 
really putschists 

41.05- All military school CADETS who were labelled as being members of a terrorist organisation 
and kicked out of their schools by the SoE decrees were terrorists 

41.06- The military RECRUITS (enlisted private soldiers) who were charged with coup attempt and 
put in prison were all PUTSCHISTS/Terrorists 

41.07- The POLICEMEN who were charged with the coup attempt and imprisoned were all 
PUTSCHISTS/Terrorists 

41.08- The POLICEMEN who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization with the 
SoE decrees and fired from their jobs were TERRORISTS 

41.09- The JUDGES/PROSECUTORS who were accused of being members of a terrorist 
organization with the SoE decrees and fired from their posts /put in prison were 
PUTSCHISTS/Terrorists 

41.10- The ACADEMICS who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization with the 
SoE decrees and fired from their jobs /put in prison were PUTSCHISTS/Terrorists 

41.11- The TEACHERS who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization with the SoE 
decrees and fired from their jobs /put in prison were PUTSCHISTS/Terrorists 

41.12- The MEDICS who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization with the SoE 
decrees and fired from their jobs /put in prison were PUTSCHISTS/Terrorists 

41.13- The PUBLIC SERVANTS who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization 
with the SoE decrees and fired from their jobs /put in prison were PUTSCHISTS/Terrorists 
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41.14- The victims of the SoE decrees deserve to be made feed on “tree barks" 

42.01- The WOMEN who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization and put in 
prison by the SoE powers were PUTSCHISTS/Terrorists 

42.02- The ELDERLY who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization and put in 
prison by the SoE powers were PUTSCHISTS/Terrorists 

42.03- The DISABLED who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization and put in 
prison by the SoE powers were PUTSCHISTS/Terrorists 

42.04- ALL who were accused of being members of a terrorist organization and put in prison by the 
SoE powers were PUTSCHISTS/Terrorists 

43.01- The prisoners of the SoE are being treated humanely and respectfully by prison STAFF. 

43.02- The prisoners of the SoE are kept in humanitarian conditions and all their needs are 
completely met 

43.03- The SoE prisoners/detainees are provided with all opportunities to be able to defend 
themselves fairly 

43.04- Lawyers can visit/defend their clients who are the SoE victims without 
intimidation/harassments or threats of arrest in custody rooms, prisons or courthouses 

43.05- It is not true that some of the SoE prisoners/detainees in custody died as a result of not 
receiving proper health care or treatments 

43.06- It is not true that some of the SoE prisoners/detainees in custody commit suicide due to 
ill-treatment or tortures 

43.07- The suspects/detainees accused of being members of the terrorist organisation should be 
made to wear special prison uniforms during their trials/transfers to courts 

43.08- They demand capital punishment to all sentenced guilty of coup d'état 

43.09- They demand capital punishment for all offences/offenders of terrorism 

44.01- Pregnant WOMEN /women with new-born babies /little children could be kept in prison with 
their children for trial until sentencing of the court 

44.02- They approve that the DISABLED could be kept in prison for trial until sentencing of the 
court 

44.03- They approve that the ELDERLY could be kept in prison for trial until sentencing of the court 

44.04- No additional FOOD should be provided for accompanying children of prisoners 
prosecuted/charged with terrorism offences 

44.05- No additional BED should be provided for accompanying children of prisoners 
prosecuted/charged with terrorism offences 

44.06- Young CHILDREN of parents who are tried for terror offences should be taken away from 
them and placed in STATE PROTECTION 

44.07- No DISABILITY SUPPORT should be provided to “disabled children" of parents who are 
charged/convicted of terrorism offences 

45.01- Those who have been accused/charged of being putschists or membership of terrorist 
organizations under the SoE powers are mostly so 

45.02- Those who have been accused /charged of being putschists or members/masters of a terrorist 
organization under the SoE powers really committed these offences 

45.03- Those who were accused /charged of being putschists or members/masters of a terrorist 
organization under the SoE powers were really partners to these offences 

45.04- The state completely purged all members of the terrorist organizations from its own 
institutions 
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45.05- They endorse the government pressurising private sector institutions to fire employees who 
are considered to be MEMBERS of terrorist organisations 

45.06- They endorse the government pressurising private sector institutions to fire RELATIVES of 
employees who are considered to be members of terrorist organisations 

46.01- They believe that newspapers, magazines, TVs, radios or internet sites that were closed with 
the SoE powers really supported the coup 

46.02- They approve the closure of media outlets opposing the GOVERNMENT policies and/or 
assignment of trustees to these institutions 

46.03- They believe that journalists who were arrested under the SoE powers were putschists and/or 
supporters of the coup attempt 

46.04- With the SoE and the actions prescribed by emergency decrees, such as mass dismissals, 
arrests, trustee appointments, criminal investigations, the government truly aims to fight the 
putsch and putschists 

46.05- They do not believe /trust the publications of the media in opposition to government policies 

47.01- Turkey is a state of law and at the police stations statements of suspects are taken without 
pressure or ill-treatment 

47.02- Detainees in POLICE /GENDARME custody are treated humanely and respectfully 

47.03- Detainees in POLICE /GENDARME custody are kept in humanitarian conditions and their 
needs are met properly 

47.04- Turkey is a state of law and at public prosecution offices all statements of suspects are taken 
without pressure or ill-treatment 

47.05- Turkey is a state of law and all criminal investigations are conducted in an open, transparent 
and fair process 

47.06- The justice mechanism in Turkey is functioning at a speed that does not lead to injustices 
against the suspects/detainees 

47.07- In Turkey, the judiciary is “independent" from government influences 

47.08- In Turkey, justice system delivers “impartial” decisions and they are not influenced by public 
discourse or politics of the government 

47.09- Detention and/or IMPRISONMENT are not used as a method of punishment in the 
prosecution of the suspects of the FETO /the SoE 

47.10- In judicial proceedings, all decisions are taken in accordance with the principles of rights 
and justice 

47.11- In judicial proceedings, all evidence for and against the SoE suspects are gathered fairly and 
presented to the use of all parties of criminal cases 

47.12- All information, documents and evidence in the suspects' files are shared with the SoE 
suspects and their lawyers 

47.13- Their confidence in the justice system has increased in the SoE 

48.01- All tips about one's membership to a terrorist organisation is thoroughly investigated in 
order not to victimise anyone 

48.02- In judicial processes “innocent" people are not wrongly accused of crimes 

48.03- All of the SoE detainees are directly involved with the alleged terror organization and they 
committed the crimes they were accused of 

48.04- All of the SoE prisoners on trial are members /masters of the alleged terror organization 

48.05- The vast majority of those arrested in the SoE are from lower echelons of the alleged terrorist 
organisation and are aware of the alleged crimes /conspiracies of it 
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48.06- The SoE has not affected the lives of ordinary citizens 

48.07- It is not true that some of the FETO suspects have been abducted by secret security officers in 
the SoE 

49.01- The use of ByLock encrypted communication application is a definitive proof of FETO 
membership 

49.02- Having deposited money in BANK ASIA or being a loan borrower of the BANK ASIA is a 
definitive proof of FETO membership 

49.03- Being members of 'the labour unions' allegedly linked to FETO is a definitive proof of 
membership of that organization 

49.04- Being members of 'societies /associations' allegedly linked to FETO is a definitive proof of 
membership of that organization 

49.05- Having attended to the 'cram schools' allegedly linked to FETO organizations is a definitive 
proof of membership of that organization 

49.06- Having attended to 'the schools' allegedly linked to FETO organizations is a definitive proof 
of membership of that organization 

49.07- Subscribing to 'the magazines/newspapers' allegedly linked to the FETO is the definitive 
proof of membership of that organization 

50.01- The victims of the SoE decrees can easily find jobs in PRIVATE SECTOR 

50.02- The victims of the SoE decrees can easily set up their own businesses 

50.03- The victims of the SoE decrees do not face prejudice and discrimination in state institutions 

50.04- The victims of the SoE decrees do not face prejudice in the SOCIETY 

50.05- Relatives of the victims of the SoE decrees can easily find jobs in PRIVATE SECTOR 

50.06- Relatives of the victims of the SoE decrees can easily find EMPLOYMENT in PUBLIC 
SECTOR 

50.07- Relatives of the victims of the SoE decrees do not face discrimination or prejudice in the 
SOCIETY 

50.08- Relatives of the victims of the SoE decrees do not face discrimination or prejudice in State 
INSTITUTIONS 

51.01- In the SoE, everyone can participate in activities such as protests /marches /press releases 
etc. with peace of mind 

51.02- Relatives of the SoE prisoners can visit their relatives in prison without being distressed, 
intimidation or abuse 

51.03- In the SoE, they can express their opinions openly without fear /anxiety in social media. 

51.04- In the SoE, they live comfortably in their homes without worrying about detention or they go 
on their daily business without any anxieties 

51.05- In the SoE they go to work without worrying about being fired or being investigated 

52.01- The SoE has not adversely affected legal protections against the state /government 
infringement on our rights 

52.02- The SoE has made us more “free" 

52.03- The SoE has increased our personal safety 

52.04- In the SoE their trust in legal protection of their rights has increased 

52.05- The SoE has made the economy stronger /better 

52.06- The SoE has reduced unemployment 
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52.07- The SoE related injustices have made the families stronger. Thus separations /divorces have 
decreased 

52.08- Suicides did not increase in the society due to the alleged victimization in the SoE 

53.01- In the SoE, the media organs work freely and voices of opposition can express themselves 
comfortably 

53.02- They trust the pro-government media news /propaganda 

53.03- They fully support the government's state of emergency measures 

 

Overall analysis of the responses to above questions shows that none of the above statements 

which were typical expressions based on government rhetoric or propaganda is endorsed by the 

participants. Additionally, although there are variations of attitudes between the groups of 

respondents, non-parametric analyses of differences /similarities in the responses of the three 

categories show that there are no statistically significant differences between the groups for more 

than 50% of the questions. This means that public is almost unanimous about social, economic, 

psychological, and political damages of emergency state policies whether they are actual (primary) 

victims, secondary victims or non-victims. The following pages include the participants’ responses to 

the questions asking their perceptions about the state of emergency policies and/or practices that have 

being implemented in the SoE. 
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As of January 2018, there are 170 journalists in Turkish jails according to reports of the Progressive 

Journalists Association (ÇGD); the Turkish Journalists Union (TGS), PEN International, Platform 

for Independent Journalism (P24), Stockholm Centre for Freedom (SCF) and Bianet online news 

portal. They put the total numbers of arrested journalists to 319 as of January 201822. With such high 

figures Turkey certainly continues to occupy top place in the list of the countries jailing journalists.

                         
22  Data compiled from PEN International, Platform for Independent Journalism (P24), Stockholm Center for Freedom 
(SCF),  Journalists’ Union  of  Turkey  (TGS),  Progressive  Journalists  Association  (ÇGD),  and Bianet  online  news  portal. 
This number includes all journalists who were arrested in the aftermath of the July 15, 2016 coup attempt. Some 170 
of them are still kept under arrest with the remaining released pending trial or cleared of charges. 
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ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE SOE 

VICTIMISATIONS ON SOCIAL & POLITICAL 

IDENTITIES AND ATTITUDES OF THE VICTIMS 
It is very clear from the statements of victims that there is a considerable amount of disappointment to 
political Islamist governing elites, Islamists, religious Muslims and Islam due to their oppression, 
supporting/appeasing behaviour of the oppression, and severe violations of human rights of innocent 
people who do not fall in the same political line with them. At this point, it should be reminded that 
the majority of victims actually share a similar political ideology with the governing elites. But the 
difference between them is that the victims are not perceived as supportive of all government policies 
and practices without questioning. This means that they are mostly punished just because they either 
did not act in line with or openly declared support to the leader and his party. The main indication of 
this conclusion is that victims are being penalised for having accounts in an unfavoured bank, joining 
to unflavoured labour unions, attending or sending their children to unflavoured schools, 
membership to unflavoured civil society associations etc. Ordinarily, none of these acts is crimes or 
acts of terror but the governing elites insist that they are and try to get victims convicted in courts or 
criminalise them in the eyes of the public. Thus most victims and most non-victims feel that the coup 
attempt of 15 July 2016 gave the government a pretext to purge civil servants, academics, journalists, 
jurists, etc. to gain further uncontrollable politıcal, the economic, and legislative power to make way 
for further dominance in the country for years to come. Consequently, there are a lot of resentment 
among the victims since this line of action neither fits the orthodox Islamic principles nor universal 
principles of justice. 

Some victim statements are as follows; 

 "My belief is harmed." 

 "Most of us were left stranded by religious people. How did we come to this situation? It is not 
right to remain silent while so much suffering and injustices occur in the country. What did I 
do to these people I still do not understand." 

 "I hate people who are religious or lead a religious life now." 

 "I am no longer a Muslim." 

 “I have anger and hatred against religious groups.” 

 “My belief in God has come to an end.” 

 “I do not want to go to the mosques anymore. I feel disgusted by Muslims.” 

 “I lost confidence in the religious people.” 

 “I started to suspect everything and everybody.” 

 “My trust in religious people was shaken.” 
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 “I have lost confidence in the believers.” 

 “My trust in religious people has disappeared.” 

 “I have no confidence in anyone. My belief in religion weakened” 

 “My children's confidence in Muslims has diminished...” 

 “The oppression of a head of state who claim to have religious sensitivity made me 
understand what hypocrisy is.” 

 “I realized that for so many years I was deceived by religion. I am officially enlightened.” 

 “I am experiencing psychological depression, religion and belief depression.” 

 “I have lost confidence in the religious people.” 

 “My faith is over.” 

 “I have changed my view of people and Muslims. I disgust the majority.” 

 “Justice was just a party name. Religion is a big lie.” 

 “I do not believe in what Muslims believe.” 

 “I am no longer a Muslim.” 

 “My beliefs, my values, my expectations have changed.” 

 “People who claim to be Muslims are the worst offenders...” 

  



Rights and Justice Platform www.hakveadalet.org 

228 
 

 

 

CLINICAL EVALUATION OF PSYCHOLOGICAL 

STATES OF VICTIMS 
 

In the research, to measure the clinical psychological appearance of “the victims of the SoE /the 

decrees” specially designed questions were also included. In the stated approach the following 

questions were asked to the primary and secondary victims who participated in the research; 

For primary victims who were arrested and kept in custody (if they had stated ill-treatment or 

torture); 

A14- What kinds of psychological symptoms, they experienced after ill-treatments /tortures 
in custody 

A15.0- Whether they needed to get any medical and/or psychological aids due to 
ill-treatment or tortures in custody 

For primary victims who were sent to prison (if they had stated ill-treatment or torture); 

A30.3- What kinds of psychological symptoms, they experienced after ill treatments 
/tortures in prison 

A30.4- What kinds of symptoms of psychological disorders, they experienced in prison 

A30.5- Whether they needed any medical and/or psychological aids due to ill-treatments or 
tortures in prisons 

For all of the primary victims of the SoE, independent of custody, prison, ill-treatment or torture; 

A33- What kinds of psychological problems, they suffered after losing their jobs /taken into 
custody/prison 

A34- Whether they needed to receive any medical and/or psychological aids due to the 
difficulties they faced during the SoE 

A40- How the SoE /the decree victimisations affected their personality /psychology 

The following questions were asked to the relatives of victims (secondary victims), 

MY06- Whether they needed to get any medical and/or psychological aids due to 
victimisation of their relatives 

MY07- What kinds of psychological problems, they suffered due to the results of 
victimisations of their relatives. 

 



Rights and Justice Platform www.hakveadalet.org 

229 
 

 

The questions were prepared by contributions of specialist clinical psychologists, psychological 

counsellors, psychologists, general practitioners, and social workers in reference to “The Structured 

Clinical Interview for the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM–5) (SCID-5) 

guide for making DSM-5 classifications and diagnostics. The questions did not essentially aim to 

diagnose the victims’ mental or psychological problems individually, but to get a general picture of 

their mental or psychological symptomatic appearances. Thus, according to the complaints and 

symptoms of the victims; any existence of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder  (PTSD), depression 

disorders, bipolar disorders and anxiety disorders in their psyche were tried to be identified for the 

research purposes. 

According to the evaluations and interpretations of the data by the team on the psychological 

symptomatic information on the victims who were ill-treated/tortured in custody (Question A14), 

over 50% of them showed the effects of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Yet only 12.9% of 

them were able to get some treatments for them. 
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The evaluations of the psychological symptomatic data of the victims who were ill-treated/tortured in 

prisons (Question A30.3), on average, 70% of them displayed the effects of Post-Traumatic Stress 

Disorder (PTSD). Yet only 16.7% of them were able to get some treatments for them. 

The evaluations of the psychological symptomatic data of all primary victims of the SoE due the 

difficulties they faced during the SoE (Question A33) found that over 50% of them carried the effects 

of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Yet only 10.2% of them were able to get some treatments. 
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The evaluations of the effects of the SoE victimisations on the personality /psychology of all primary 

victims (Question A40) show that approximately 50% of them needed treatment for Post-Traumatic 

Stress Disorder (PTSD). Yet most of them were hardly able to get some treatments for them. 

The evaluations of the psychological problems, the relatives of the SoE victims faced due to their 

relatives' victimisations (Question MY7) show that approximately 40% of them needed treatment for 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Yet only 27.1% of them were able to get some treatments. 
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In general, when the psychological trauma statements of primary and secondary victims are 

examined in relation to the rates of treatments, it is seen that the primary victims and or their relatives 

are condemned to a life with many psychological symptoms that are adversely affecting their survival 

skills. There is a need to point out at this point that considerable numbers of victims declare their 

desire to get some treatment for their psychological symptoms of disorders, yet being unable to have 

access to the social security system they are forced to live with their problems or die silently.
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The SoE and the decrees have created inconceivable amounts of injuries on a large part of the society 

that can hardly be repaired in a short time. The SoE and the decrees, directly and indirectly, affected 

its victims economically, socially, psychologically. When the general demographic characteristics of 

the victims of the SoE or the decrees are examined carefully it is clearly visible that these people are 

the most educated, prolific and most dynamic sections of the society. Yet they were treated by 

governing elites as if they were riff-raff. 

While 99% of the victims of the SoE had not faced any criminal investigations before, they had to 

face the shock of being declared as “terrorists” in a time after 15 July 2016. One of the most 

victimized and traumatized sections of this process have been teachers and academics that had hardly 

anything to with the coup attempt. 

A significant number of the victims of the SoE who faced criminal investigation were treated with 

prejudice during all the processes they had in police custody, in public prosecution services and in 

courts. A significant part of them have been ill-treated /tortured in custody and in prisons and left 

with permanent psychological damage as a result of these ill-treatments. 

The SoE /the decrees not only damaged primary victims themselves but also significantly damaged 

their families and their relationships with their families, even causing family breakdowns or divorces. 

Moreover, relationships of primary or even secondary victims with their close relatives, friends, 

neighbours and society, in general, were damaged considerably too. Although most of the social, 

psychological, somatic or mental harms inflicted on the primary or secondary victim may never be 

repaired fully, to avoid any further damages, they should be reinstated to their previous jobs or 

positions immediately. They should be compensated for their pecuniary and non-pecuniary damages. 

A public apology by the government for all the injustices inflicted on thousands of victims may also 

help reduce social divisions. 
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The State of Emergency in Turkey has evidently surpassed its proclaimed goals. It has not only 

created social damages but also eradicated the constitutional system of checks and balances between 

legislative, executive and judicial powers that are vital for democracies to function properly. 

Consequently, no one in the country has legal protection against the autocratic powers of the political 

elite. For this reason, Rights and Justice Platform demands enforcement of "state of law 

/constitutional governance" that acts in the principles of “good governance and respect to 

human rights of all” rather than a "state of emergency governance" that violates even basic 

rights of all, except a few political elites in Turkey. 

Additionally, article 121 of the Emergency Decree No: 696, published in the Official Gazette on 

December 24, 2017, grants power to anyone to attack protesting groups who they arbitrarily label as 

“terrorists” on behalf of the governing elites of the state. This decree encompasses grave dangers to 

the personal safety and property of all citizens living in the country. It is the duty of the state and 

legitimate security forces to protect life and property of citizens. The use of force cannot be conveyed 

to any groups officially or unofficially. The decree legalises massacres by uncontrolled groups 

claiming to be acting on behalf of the state for the protection of the state or the government. That 

opens gates for harassment or purging of any unfavourable political, ethnic, religious or creed groups 

in the country. That is absolutely unacceptable by any humanitarian standards. 

Rights and Justice Platform demands immediate lift of the SoE and abolishment of all emergency 

decrees and reparation of all harms caused by them as much as possible. We demand “good 

governance and respect to human rights of all” rather than a "state of 

emergency governance" that violates even basic rights of all in Turkey, right now. 




